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INDIA. 

WOMAN'S  WORK  IN  THE  MARATHA  MISSION. 
[From  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Mission.] 
Of  the  work  at  Sirur,  Mrs.  Winsor  writes :  — 

I  am  happy  to  record  that  during  the  past  year  the  Bible- 
women  under  our  care  have  given  much  evidence  of  earnestness 
•  in  their  work.  They  have  spoken  the  Word  in  many  villages: 
many  have  heard  with  joy,  and  some  have  been  led  to  Jesus. 
Those  whose  work  has  been  to  labor  in  the  villages  near  Sirur, 
have  taken  three  tours  to  the  regions  beyond  —  once  in  the  cold 
season  with  ourselves,  and  at  two  other  times.  We  have  many 
facts  in  connection  with  their  work  which  are  both  cheering  and 
encouraging,  but  which  want  of  space  alone  prevents  our  repeat- 
ing. Some  of  the  wives  of  the  Patils  are  among  those  who 
listen  with  pleasure.  One  in  Rahu,  meeting  the  women  after 
hearing  them  speak,  went  with  them  to  the  Christian's  house 
where  they  were,  staying,  and  listened  with  eagerness  till  late  at 
night,  saying  to  the  Christians,  "  I  do  not  want  to  give  up  this  till 
I  am  wholly  as  you  are.    I  want  to  be  a  Christian." 

The  two  Bible-women  at  Ranjangaw,  one  of  our  out-stations, 
who  have  thirteen  or  fourteen  villages  under  their  care,  have  had 
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much  success  in  gaining  listeners,  as  have  also  those  who  have 
labored  in  Sirur  itself.  These  latter  have  been  very  successful  in 
bringing  the  Hindu  women  into  the  Sabbath-schjool.  Besides 
these  regularly  appointed  workers,  we  have  three  or  four  who 
have  done  much  voluntary  service — women  who  are  educated, 
and  in  every  way  fitted  to  speak  and  to  teach.  The  pastor's  wife 
is  very  willing  to  "spend  and  be  spent"  for  the  Master.  She  often 
says  to  me,  "Madame  Sahib,  I  cannot  live  without  speaking  to 
the  Hindu  women,  my  sisters."  Although  she  has  a  large  family 
of  little  ones  to  care  for,  she  sings  and  speaks  for  Jesus  every  day, 
her  pleasant  voice  and  sweet  face  helping  her  to  find  her  way  into 
the  houses  of  the  influential  natives.  The  readiness  of  all  our 
Christian  women  in  "all  good  works"  has  been  a  great  blessing 
to  us. 

Mrs.  Hume,  of  Bombay,  says :  — 

The  work  among  women  during  the  past  year  has  been  more 
than  usually  encouraging;  not  that  more  crowds  are  gathered 
from  outsiders, —  though  the  Bible-women  have  increasingly  large 
audiences,  as  they  go  daily  from  place  to  place, —  but  our  church- 
women  have  grown  perceptibly  in  their  desire  to  do  good  to 
others,  and  in  their  faithful  study  of  the  Scripture  portions 
assigned.  For  instance :  nearly  all  regularly  attend  Sabbath-school, 
and  those  in  my  class,  the  more  advanced,  even  though  many  of 
them  have  infants,  still  come  walking  a  mile  or  more,  with  their 
babies,  to  study  the  Sabbath-morning  portion.  Our  Wednesday 
afternoon  prayer-meetings  have  been  kept  up  regularly.  All  the 
women  who  read,  learned  by  heart  the  fifty-third  chapter  of 
Isaiah,  and  could  pass  a  good  examination  in  the  latter  half  of 
Luke's  Gospel. 

Early  in  the  year  our  women  decided  to  organize  a  sewing 
society.  They  agreed  to  meet  at  the  house  of  our  former  pastor, 
where  there  is  a  large,  convenient  room,  and  where  Vishnupunt's 
son  and  his  wife  still  reside.  Vishnupunt's  daughter-in-law  was 
chosen  as  their  secretary  and  manager.  They  selected  one  of  my 
poor  homeless  girls,  whose  mother  had  long  since  deserted  the 
family,  and  whose  father  has  lately  disappeared,  and  agreed  to 
clothe  her  at  their  own  expense.  I  provided  the  cloth,  and  the 
women  have  made  six  jackets,  several  petticoats,  etc.,  besides 
hemming  such  lengths  of  cloth  as  the  girls  here  drape  over  them 
as  an  outer  covering.  These  were  more  than  one  girl  needed,  and 
a  part  were  given  to  other  needy  ones.  While  the  women  were 
sewing,  I  have  generally  read  to  them,  and  explained  a  short  por- 
tion of  Mrs.  Bruce's  "Marathi  Anatomy."  Though  a  little  difficult 
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for  most  of  them,  they  have  learned  some  useful  lessons  from  this 
reading.  In  order  to  pay  for  this  cloth  which  they  have  made  up. 
the  women  procured  a  little  tin  bank-box,  resolving  not  to  un- 
solder it  till  the  end  of  the  year.  They  agreed  to  bring  what  they 
could  each  week,  and  also  to  ask  any  gentlemen  who  should  come 
during  the  women's  meetings,  to  add  his  mite  to  theirs.  Several 
friends  have  thus  helped  them,  but  the  money  has  come  mostly 
from  their  weekly  offerings.  One  Arab  lady  who  visits  Vishnu- 
punt's  house  under  cover  of  night,  with  a  pledge  that  "  she  shall 
meet  no  male  being,"  when  she  heard  of  the  society,  gave  one 
rupee  to  the  box.  This  box  was  opened  at  our  Xew  Year  s  evening 
meeting,  when,  to  our  great  delight,  it  was  found  to  contain 
rupees  14-12-3— about  §6  in  gold.  This,  over  and  above  their  giving 
of  tithes,  was  a  good  sum.  As  it  is  more  than  the  cost  of  the 
material  purchased,  the  women  have  decided  to  send  one  pound 
to  the  Dakota  Home,  to  help  in  the  spreading  of  God's  blessing 
among  the  Indians  on  the  other  side  of  the  globe,  in  whom  they 
have  of  late  become  interested.  I  think  all  will  feel  that  our  little 
benevolent  sewing  society  "hath  done  what  she  could,"  except 
during  the  rains,  when,  in  Bombay,  it  could  not  be  continued. 

Of  the  woman's  work  in  Sholapur,  Mrs.  Harding  writes:  — 

Since  our  return  to  India,  during  the  past  six  months  I  have 
visited  many  Hindu  homes,  and  have  been  surprised  and  gratified 
to  see  how  the  work  is  opening  in  every  direction.  Invitations 
come  from  various  quarters,  which  cannot  all  be  met,  for  lack  of 
time  and  strength ;  and  I  have  felt  like  re-echoing  the  words  of  a 
Bible-woman  in  Southern  India:  "How  glorious  is  the  work  of 
laboring  for  Christ.  Hearts  and  homes  are  opening  everywhere!  " 
The  words  of  a  Bible-woman  here  also  express  my  own  feelings : 
"I  feel  that  where  the  Lord  carries  on  his  work,  there  I  can  be 
content." 

During  the  last  month  and  a  half  we  have  been  traveling  in  our 
district  to  the  north  and  east  of  Sholapur.  We  spent  some  days 
at  Barsi.  and  the  following  Sabbath  we  drove  six  miles  away  to 
Dhotre  (my  first  visit  there),  and  had  communion  with  our  Chris- 
tians in  that  region.  A  young  man  from  a  neighboring  village, 
whose  wife  had  previously  been  baptized,  came  forward  himself 
at  this  time,  and  joined  the  little  church  there.  After  this  inter- 
esting service  I  had  a  nice  large  company  of  women,  with  whom  I 
found  it  specially  pleasant  to  meet.  One  of  the  women  who 
came  had  a  little  child  with  her,  with  rather  a  singular  history. 
The  mother,  having  lost  several  of  her  children  in  infancy,  vowed 
that  she  would  give  this  little  one  to  Jesus  Christ,  and  so  she  has 
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been  anxious  to  have  it  baptized.  She  was  told  to  first  give  her- 
self to  the  Lord,  and  then  bring  her  little  one,  too.  The  mother 
lives  a  Christian  life  outwardly,  for  the  sake  of  the  child,  observes 
the  Sabbath,  and  meets  with  Christians  on  that  day;  but  the  oppo- 
sition of  her  husband  keeps  her  from  being  baptized  herself.  We 
hope  the  day  is  not  distant  when  the  whole  family  will  subscribe 
themselves  to  the  Lord. 

From  Barsi  we  went  forty  miles  to  the  east,  and  visited  our 
Mogulai  Christians.  "In  the  wilderness,"  I  think  of  them,  they 
seem  so  far  away  from  the  sympathy  and  counsel  of  other  Chris- 
tians. It  was  a  delight  to  meet  that  dear  company  again.  The 
good  pastor  Mesoba  has  grown  more  feeble  during  the  two  years 
that  we  have  been  away.  His  loss  of  sight,  too,  making  it  neces- 
sary for  him  to  be  led  around  by  one  of  his  grandchildren,  was  a 
touching  sight  to  us  all.  Even  our  children  felt  strongly  drawn 
to  the  dear  old  man.  His  spiritual  vision  seems  clearer  and 
brighter,  and  it  was  a  real  pleasure  to  sit  down  and  talk  with  him 
of  his  past  experience;  of  his  three  years  in  prison,  where  he 
learned  to  read  by  studying  the  letters  written  out  on  a  little 
board  for  two  others  —  the  teacher  being  another  prisoner,  a  brani 
from  the  regions  of  Ahmednagar.  So,  step  by  step,  was  Mesoba 
led  by  a  way  he  knew  not  himself  at  the  time,  into  the  glorious 
light  and  liberty  of  the  Gospel.  His  daughter  Bhagubai  is  a  very 
interesting  person.  She  is  anxious  to  do  all  she  can  among  the 
women  of  the  villages  around  her  home,  and  so  is  planning  to  take 
as  much  time  each  week  as  she  can  spare  from  her  family  cares 
for  this  purpose.  She  has  five  nice,  bright  children.  Her  cheerful 
zeal  was  refreshing  to  see. 

The  last  Sabbath  of  our  stay  with  our  Christians  in  that  region 
was  full  of  pleasant  duties.  .  .  .  During  the  day  there  were  inter- 
esting conversations  with  some  of  the  Christians,  and  one,  that  I 
love  especially  to  recall,  with  a  dear,  good  woman  whose  beauty 
of  character  seems  to  shine  through  her  face.  I  shall  not  soon 
forget  her  countenance  as  it  looked,  beaming  with  delight,  six 
years  ago,  when  she  stood  up  and  confessed  her  love  for  Christ. 
Her  husband  had  been  baptized  six  months  before.  On  the  after- 
noon of  the  day  the  mother  was  baptized,  she  brought  forward 
her  three  sons,  six,  four,  and  two  years  old,  and  gave  them  to  the 
Lord.  They  looked  so  bright,  and  behaved  with  such  decorum,  as 
they  stood  up  and  received  the  rite  from  Mr.  Harding ! 

The  second  child  was  a  boy  of  great  promise,  but  about  two 
years  ago,  during  the  famine,  he  died;  and  the  mother  told  me 
the  story  of  his  death.  "Even  now,"  said  she,,  "my  heart  is 
wrung  with  anguish  as  I  think  of  him."    The  parents  were  away 
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one  day  in  search  of  food,  and  the  little  one,  being  hungry,  went 
into  the  village  to  beg,  his  home  being  just  outside.  While  there 
lie  fell  into  a  little  well,  which,  fortunately,  was  dry  at  the  time. 
He  was  taken  out  by  a  woman,  who  asked  him  who  he  was.  He 
replied,  "I  am  a  Christian.''  On  the  return  of  his  parents,  his 
mother  was  startled  to  see  him  coming  to  meet  them  with  his 
head  bound  up.  "What  is  the  matter  with  my  little  one?"  she 
said ;  and  he  told  her  his  story.  It  was  evident  he  had  been 
severely  injured;  but  he  was  brave  and  patient,  and  so  he  con- 
tinued on  for  about  a  fortnight.  Then  one  day  he  began  to  talk 
about  going  "  home."  The  mother  felt  a  strange  sickening  at 
heart.  What  can  my  child  mean?  she  thought;  but  it  was  too 
plain  he  was  slipping  away  from  her.  Her  tears  flowed  fast,  but 
the  boy  said,  with  great  calmness:  "Father,  mother,  brothers,  do 
not  cry.  I  am  going  to  my  Saviour."  As  the  day  wore  away  the 
little  one  was  at  rest,  safe  with  Jesus,  where  he  will  "  hunger  no 
more,"  for  "the  Lamb  which  is  in  the  midst  of  the  throne  shall 
feed  them,"  and  "  God  shall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes." 

"  Like  the  stars  of  the  morning, 
His  bright  crown  adorning, 
They  shall  shine,  in  their  beauty, 
Bright  gems  for  his  crown." 


MICRONESIA. 
JOURNAL  OF  MRS.  FEASE. 
[concluded.] 

Sept.  21th,  Sunday  morning.  — We  were  awakened  quite  early  to 
see  a  very  bright  and  beautiful  sunrise.  One  of  our  Ebon  boys 
remarked  that  the  mornmg-star  had  burst.  Early  in  the  forenoon 
we  reached  Ebon,  and  came  to  anchor  in  the  passage  leading  into 
the  lagoon.  On  Monday  morning  we  went  on  shore,  for  a  hand- 
shake, and  a  warmer  welcome  we  could  not  have  asked.  Some  of 
the  little  girls  who  were  in  my  Sabbath-school  class  three  years 
ago,  consider  themselves  sufficiently  grown  up  to  be  married.  The 
church  seems  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition:  prayer-meetings 
are  well  attended,  many  who  had  fallen  have  been  restored,  and 
the  young  people  are  being  gathered  in. 

When  Lomalung  first  became  pastor  of  the  church  here,  the 
people  had  a  great  deal  to  say  about  his  being  more  afraid  of  the 
chiefs  than  Lanieng  had  been,  and  they  thought  he  would  not  be 
bold  to  preach  the  gospel.    But,  as  some  of  the  women  said,  they 
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discovered  that  Jesus  Christ  was  the  Chief  he  thought  most  about, 
and  they  were  all  the  time  glad  under  his  care.  These  are  the 
cheering  things.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  some  have  faltered,  who 
we  thought  were  thoroughly  grounded  in  the  faith ;  and  the  need 
of  a  girls'  school  grows,  if  possible,  more  apparent. 

Our  Emmeline  died  very  triumphantly.  She  seemed  to  feel 
from  the  beginning  of  her  sickness  that  she  should  not  live ;  sent 
messages  to  us  and  to  the  scholars;  called  for  the  church,  and  be- 
sought them  to  be  faithful  —  to  think  more  of  heavenly  things. 
She  said  they  thought  she  was  in  pain  and  trouble,  but  she  was 
not ;  she  was  happy.  They  lifted  the  sides  of  the  thatched  house 
in  which  she  was,  and  she  called  upon  them  to  see  how  heaven  was 
opened  to  her,  and  she  was  going  to  enter  in. 

Yesterday  we  went  on  shore  again,  and  five  of  our  boys  were 
examined  and  taken  into  the  church ;  then  we  had  communion.  I 
think  you  would  have  thought  it  a  pleasant  sight  if  you  could  have 
seen  the  three  ordained  native  teachers  as  they  sat  side  by  side, 
each  taking  part  in  the  service. 

Oct.  5th. — The  wind  being  very  light  on  Tuesday  last,  we  were 
all  day  crossing  the  lagoon  at  Mille.  Just  at  night  we  reached  the 
mission  station,  and  came  to  anchor.  Jeremiah  was  soon  on  board, 
and  his  face  showed  how  glad  he  was  to  see  us ;  but  the  tears  came 
into  his  eyes  when  we  told  him  Mrs.  Snow  had  gone  back  to 
America.  He  had  hoped  to  see  her  once  more.  Yesterday  the 
people  crowded  around  us  so  that  we  had  to  give  them  both  hands 
to  shake.  They  wanted  us  to  sing  through  the  new  hymn-book, 
which  contains  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  hymns. 

The  church  here  is  a  very  pretty  one,  and  quite  a  marvel  of  in- 
dustry. The  thatch  walls  are  embroidered  on  all  sides,  from  floor  to 
roof,  as  the  women  embroider  their  mats.  This  morning  we  held 
communion  service,  and  as  we  sat  in  heavenly  places  with  these 
simple-minded  natives,  our  hearts  swelled  with  joy  at  the  wonders 
redeeming  grace  can  perform.  We  could  but  rejoice  that  Christ 
does  not  limit  his  presence  to  magnificent  churches  nor  elegantly- 
dressed  worshipers.  Once,  these  people  knew  nothing  better  than 
to  fight  and  disobey  all  God's  laws.  They  may  never  have  much 
worldly  wisdom  or  riches,  but  I  feel  sure  that  some  will  live  and 
reign  with  Christ. 

Oct.  9th. —  For  lack  of  wind  we  were  about  two  hours  too  late  to 
get  into  the  lagoon  at  Arno,  on  Saturday  night ;  but  we  were  able  to 
anchor  on  Sunday  morning  in  time  to  hold  service  on  shore.  A 
sad  sight,  which  confirmed  the  reports  we  had  heard,  met  our  eyes 
when  we  reached  the  place  where  Kaiia  has  lived.  His  house  and 
yard,  inclosed  by  a  stone  wall,  remain  untouched;  but  in  front  of 
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his  house,  and  all  around  the  church,  which  is  in  a  dilapidated 
condition,  is  the  camping-ground  of  Lungirire,  one  of  the  contend- 
ing chiefs,  and  his  followers.  The  story  told  us  is  that  there  were 
five  brothers,  all  of  whom  wanted  to  be  highest  chief.  Three  of 
these  have  died,  and  the  two  remaining  ones  are  fighting  for  the 
supremacy  over  the  chief  at  the  mission  station,  who  is  really, 
according  to  the  customs  of  this  land,  the  highest  chief. 

These  people  still  declare  themselves  to  be  Christians;  and 
Lungirire  says  he  wishes  two  teachers  —  one  for  each  party.  He 
thinks  the  island  is  neglected,  and  wanted  one  of  the  teachers  we 
are  taking  to  Mejuro  to  stay  here.  Lanieng  told  him  the  trouble 
about  teachers  coming  here  was  their  fighting.  "Well,"  he  re- 
plied, "  they  fight  at  Mejuro,  too."  He  thinks  a  good  many  would 
be  glad  to  learn. 

Oct.  30th.  Last  Saturday  night,  just  at  dark,  we  "hove  to" 
near  our  own  beautiful  Kusaie.  Never  did  a  place  on  earth  seem 
to  me  more  like  Paradise  than  did  this,  when  we  reached  it  yester- 
day. If  we  have  ever  been  inclined  to  wish  for  what  we  did  not 
have,  we  are  ready  now  to  obey  the  command,  "Be  content  with 
such  things  as  ye  have."  Still,  we  look  back  on  our  voyage  as 
having  less  seasickness  and  fewer  annoyances  than  we  anticipated, 
and  we  have  very  much  to  be  thankful  for. 

Just  at  evening  the  King  and  Queen  reached  here  from  Lellu, 
to  give  us  all  a  welcome ;  and  they  stayed  to  evening  prayers,  and  to 
shake  hands  with  our  scholars.  They  seem  as  much  interested  in 
them  as  we  are.  Every  now  and  then  some  Kusaiian  drops  in  to 
^ee  us ;  so  you  perceive  that,  although  we  are  away  from  home  and 
friends,  we  are  not  friendless. 


CEYLON. 

LETTER  FROM  MRS.  S.  W.  HOWLAND. 

*  *  *  We  are  in  tent,  to-day,  thirteen  miles  from  home.  We 
have  just  finished  breakfast,  a  score  or  more  of  women  watching  us 
through  the  hedge ;  and  a  row  of  interested  little  boys  have  been 
sitting  on  their  heels,  to  see  how  white  folks  eat.  Your  account 
of  the  annual  meeting  did  me  good.  I  have  said  in  my  heart,  as  I 
have  many  times  before,  "  God  bless  the  Woman's  Board." 

Last  evening  my  husband  gave  a  magic  lantern  exhibition.  He 
showed  a  picture  of  Cain  and  Abel.  Then,  after  a  talk  on  the  Fall,  and 
what  sin  makes  us  do,  he  gave  a  picture  of  Moses  and  the  brazen 


328 


LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 


serpent,  and  then  took  the  text,  "  As  Moses  lifted  up  the  serpent 
in  the  wilderness,  even  so  must  the  Son  of,  man  be  lifted  up,"  illus- 
trating it  with  pictures  of  Christ  in  the  manger,  his  blessing  little 
children,  healing  the  sick,  and  then  a  picture  of  the  crucifixion.  I 
wish  you  could  have  seen  the  interested  audience  of  over  a  hun- 
dred adults  and  more  than  fifty  children.  Through  the  hour's 
service,  and  the  half-hour's  singing  with  the  little  organ  before  the 
service,  the  most  breathless  attention  was  given. 

To-day  we  are  in  the  Brahmin  quarter  of  a  large  village,  and  by 
their  invitation  have  pitched  our  tent  in  one  of  their  compounds. 
They  show  us  great  kindness.  Just  after  we  came,  this  morning, 
we  saw  eight  boys  following  each  other,  with  arms  folded,  each 
balancing  on  his  head  a  cocoanut  as  large  as  his  head,  and  some  of 
them  larger.  They  came  in,  and  in  the  most  solemn  way  each 
laid  the  cocoanut  down,  and  turned  and  went  away  without  a 
word.  I  sent  the  servant  to  ask  them  where  they  came  from,  and 
they  said,  very  grandly,  "A  present,"  and  went  off.  We  had  a  good 
laugh  over  it.  Then  one  of  my  Bible-women  came,  bringing  me 
some  lovely  pink  pond-lilies,  which  delighted  me.  As  we  have  no 
vases,  nor  even  extra  cups  or  tumblers  in  the  tent,  I  called  the  boy  to 
tie  an  olah  leaf  so  that  it  would  hold  water,  and  even  now,  nearly 
five  o'clock,  they  are  beautiful.  A  little  while  ago  a  Brahmin 
came,  bringing  some  flowers.  He  said  I  looked  so  pleased  when 
the  woman  brought  the  flowers  this  morning,  he  thought  he  would 
bring  these,  to  see  if  I  would  smile  like  that  again.  His  pretty 
little  wife  and  sister-in-law  came  with  him.  They  were  interested 
to  know  why  we  lived  in  this  way  in  other  people's  villages,  and 
they  were  attentive  as  I  tried  to  tell  them  why. 

"Why  do  you  not  give  me  a  book?  "asked  the  husband. 

"We  sell  our  books,"  I  answered.    "  Do  you  wish  to  buy?" 

"Xo;  but  you  can  give  me  a  book  to  read.  I  can  read  very 
well  in  Tamil  books.    I  cannot  read  English." 

"  We  do  not  bring  English  books  to  the  tent,"  I  replied. 

I  gave  him  my  Testament,  open  at  the  parable  of  the  Prodigal 
Son,  and  he  read  it  all  very  carefully,  while  the  women  listened. 
The  women  laughed  when  he  read  the  last  verses,  and  said,  "Ah, 
that  was  right;  that  brother  had  a  right  to  complain."  The  man's 
astonishment  was  very  great  that  the  father  should  receive  the 
son  "  after  he  had  fed  pigs." 

"That  was  not  so  bad  as  to  grieve  our  heavenly  Father,  by 
bowing  down  to  idols,"  I  said. 

"  But  that  is  our  custom,"  he  answered. 

"This  young  man  wanted  to  go  his  own  way,"  I  said.  "His 
good  father  allowed  him  to  do  so;  you  see  what  came  of  it."  And 
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I  tried  to  impress  upon  him  his  obligation  to  accept  God  now. 
"  Two  years  ago,  when  yon  came  to  this  village,  Mr.  Howland  told 
me  that,"  he  said.  "  The  father  in  the  story  did  not  send  messages  to 
that  son,"  I  said.  "  But  the  son  waited  till  he  was  in  great  trouble ; 
then  he  thought  of  the  dear  father  who  had  been  so  loving  to  him, 
and  he  wanted  to  go  back.  And  now  Qod,  our  Father,  sends  again 
to  call  you." 

"  Yes,  yes ;  I  see,"  he  answered.  "  But  that  way  is  not  our  cus- 
tom;"  and  he  began  to  talk  in  a  trifling  way. 

The  wife  and  sister-in-law  were  also  unwilling  to  listen  to  seri- 
ous words,  so  I  could  only  turn  to  the  organ,  and  teach  some  little 
children,  "  Jesus  loves  me,"  which  my  husband  has  put  into  Tamil. 
The  grown  people  were  attracted  by  the  organ,  and  I  heard  the 
Brahmin  saying,  as  he  went  off,  "  Jesu  ainni  way  saphard:" 
"Jesus  loves  me,  this  I  know."  We  can  only  sow  the  seed, 
believing  God  will  make  it  the  means  of  leading  souls  to  him- 
self. 

I  have  three  dear  women  from  Oodoopitty  with  me  —  Louisa 
Simon,  Susan  Nuttu,  and  Rachel  Vedahatti.  They  are  very  per- 
severing, have  worked  efficiently,  and  so  happily.  I  try  to  persuade 
them  to  stop  and  rest;  but  they  say,  "O  no,  Amman;  the  people 
listen  so  well,  we  love  to  go."  We  were  all  up  at  three  o'clock  on 
Monday  morning,  to  get  off  to  Perea  Marmidi,  sixteen  miles  from 
Oodoopitty,  and  they  kept  at  work  till  af£er  evening  meeting. 

"  O  you  naughty  women,"  I  said;"  "why  don't  you  mind,  and 
rest?" 

t  "We  copy  you,  Ammah,"  was  all  the  reply  I  received. 

"I  did  get  a  nap  to-day,"  I  said ;  "  and  I  did  not  come  in  an 
oxbandy,  as  you  did." 

"  Xever  mind,  Ammah;  we  shall  not  get  any  harm,"  they 
answered ;  and  their  good  health  and  cheery  tones  told  of  hearts 
at  rest.  They  are  all  good  singers,  and  help  much  in  that  way.  It 
is  no  light  thing  in  this  country  for  a  Tamil  woman  to  go  to 
another  village  to  work. 

Wednesday  evening. — I  am  writing,  just  between  daylight 
and  dark,  in  a  large  village  of  over  twelve  thousand  persons.  The 
people  have  come  out  very  well,  and  we  think  Ave  shall  have  a 
large  meeting  to-night.  Last  night  we  had  one  hundred  and  fifty 
adults  and  seventy-eight  children. 

Thursday  noon. —  To-day  we  encamped,  beside  a  dance-house 
in  a  cocoanut  grove,  in  a  village  of  over  eight  hundred  persons. 
At  the  meeting  last  night  we  had  between  three  and  four  hundred 
—  a  remarkable  number,  as  there  is  no  moon  this  week. 

Friday. —  To-day  we  are  encamped  beside  a  school-house.  Some 
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of  the  boys  ought  to  have  sore  throats  to-morrow,  they  study  so 
loudly.  Saturday  we  went  to  West  Nunaville,  and  Mr.  Howland 
preached  there  in  the  evening.  At  four  o'clock  the  Christians  and 
others  met  in  the  sitting-room  of  the  Mission  House,  and  we  sang 
for  half  an  hour;  then  the  Sabbath-school  scholars  repeated  the 
golden  texts  for  1883  from  .January  to  March.  After  that  we  had 
a  heart-stirring  prayer-meeting.  The  quiet  Sabbath  evening  was 
something  we  have  not  had  since  we  were  on  the  hills :  it  was  a 
true  refreshment. 

Monday  morning  at  five  o'clock  the  carts  were  at  the  door,  and 
we  went  on  eight  miles  toward  home.  We  reached  home  at  eleven 
o'clock  at  night,  after  a  tour  of  eight  days,  traveling  seventy-two 
miles.  School  began  on  Wednesday  morning.  Since  our  return, 
we  have  been  in  six  large  villages,  in  four  of  them  with  tent,  the 
helper  working  through  the  day,  and  we  going  for  the  evening 
meeting.  The  average  attendance  at  these  meetings  has  been 
over  two  hundred;  and  besides  these  we  have  had  our  usual 
teachers'  meetings  one  evening  in  the  week,  and  the  girls'  Bible- 
class,  with  lantern-pictures  for  illustration. 

I  am  doctor  in  this  region,  as  well  as  school-mistress  and  mis- 
sionary. I  prescribe  for  four  or  five  nearly  every  day  in  the  year, 
the  highest  number  any  one  day  during  the  past  year  being 
eighteen.  To-day  I  am  sent  for  to  go  four  miles  to  see  three 
patients.  I  had  to  stop  for  my  classes,  and  now  I  am  ready  to  go 
to  my  sick  ones,  my  basket  full  of  bread  for  toast,  tea,  coffee, 
sugar,  limes,  medicines,  and  beef-tea.  Liebig  is  one  of  my  best 
friends. 

I  made  a  visit  yesterday  on  a  sick  girl,  who  is  an  orphan  and  a 
member  of  the  boarding-school.  She  lives  with  a  married  sister, 
who  is  a  rigid  heathen.  The  sister  has  never  been  pleasant  when 
I  have  called  there,  but  yesterday  she  was  "  so  glad."  She  wanted 
to  tell  me  how  Elizabeth  had  never  seemed  frightened  while  she 
was  sick,  and  they  were  sure  she  would  die.  Why  was  she  not 
afraid  ? 

"  Is  your  child  afraid  to  see  you  ?  "  I  asked. 
4<  No ;  why  should  she  be  ?    She  is  mine."  • 

"  In  the  same  way,"  I  said,  "  Elizabeth  feels  toward  God.  He 
is  her  Father,  and  she  would  be  glad  to  be  with  him." 

As  we  sat  there  the  sun  went  down.  It  was  quiet  and  pleasant 
as  we  talked  of  Him,  and  Elizabeth's  face  shone  as  she  told  how  he 
had  comforted  her,  and  of  his  goodness  in  making  her  sister  so  kind. 
The  sister  half  promised  to  .come  to  my  woman's  meeting  next 
Saturday.    May  the  Lord  lead  her  there. 
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A  LETTER,  AND  WHAT  CAME  OF  IT. 

BY  MISS  LEOLINE  WATERMAN. 

CHAPTER  in. 

THE  CIRCLE  WIDENS. 

It  was  sufficient  that  their  wants  were  known; 
True  charity  makes  others'  wants  their  own. 

Robert  Danbobn. 
11  Heaven-born  art  thou, —  charity." 

HE  teachers  of  the  Street  School  were 

spending  the  noon  intermission  together  in 
one  of  the  large  school-rooms.  All  were  still 
young  ;  and  two,  who  stood  looking  from  the 
window  into  the  street  below,  could  not  have 
been  more  than  twenty. 

"  There  go  thaUproud  Mrs.  Carsey  and  her 
daughter! "  one  of  them  exclaimed,  as  a  hand- 
some carriage  rolled  past. 

"  'Judge  not,  that  ye  be  not  judged,'  "  re- 
peated her  companion,  softly. 

"Nonsense,  Grace!  Of  course  they  are  proud!  How  like  a 
queen  Mrs.  Carsey  carries  herself.  Oh !  it  must  be  nice  to  be  rich, 
handsome,  and  courted!  I  wish  I  were  in  Belle  Carsey's  place, 
instead  of  being  bound  down,  as  I  am,  to  the  weary  work  of 
teaching." 

"O  Lizzie,  how  can  you  speak  so!  Just  think  how  much  de- 
pends on  the  influence  a  teacher  exerts  over  her  pupils." 

"I  have  heard  your  opinions  on  the  subject  before,  Grace  May- 
nard,"  Lizzie  retorted,  rudely. 

"Very  well;  we  will  not  discuss  it  again,"  was  the  quiet  reply. 
"Indeed,  I  intended  to  speak  of  something  quite  different  —  of 
Belle  Carsey." 

"What  of  her  ?  "  inquired  Lizzie,  with  renewed  interest. 

Grace  turned  from  the  window  and  addressed  the  other  teachers. 
"Lizzie  and  I  have  just  seen  Mrs.  and  Miss  Carsey  drive  past,"  she 
said,  "and  it  has  reminded  me  of  a  little  story  in  which  you  may 
all  be  interested." 
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"Do  tell  it,  I  beg  of  you!  We  are  all  pining  for  something 
new;"  and  the  speaker  drew  Grace  to  the  seat  beside  her. 

"Last  Saturday,"  Grace  began,  "I  was  busy,  as  usual,  helping 
the  char-woman  with  our  weekly  cleaning.  Mrs.  O'Corran  is  a 
good  woman,  and  we  have  become  quite  friendly  over  our  work;  so 
it  seemed  very  natural  that  she  should  tell  me  of  something  in 
which  she  has  been  much  interested  of  late.  It  seems  that  one  day, 
when  she  had  been  working  for  Mrs.  Carsey,  she  lingered  after  the 
servants'  dinner,  listening  to  their  talk.  Chloe,  the  waitress,  was 
giving  the  others  an  account  of  a  conversation  she  had  overheard 
between  Miss  Carsey  and  some  of  her  friends.  It  appears  that 
Belle  has  recently  received  a  letter  from  an  old  schoolmate  who 
has  become  a  missionary;  in  which  she  was  so  much  interested  that 
she  asked  her  friends  to  unite  with  her  in  wearing  dresses  they 
already  possessed  to  Mrs.  Lamode's  grand  party,  devoting  the  money 
that  they  would  spend  on  new  ones  to  the  missionary  cause.  Chloe 
reported  that  all  the  young  ladies  agreed  to  the  plan,  and  that  one 
hundred  and  thirty  dollars  was  promised  on  the  spot.  She  herself 
became  so  much  interested  that  she  invited  the  other  servants  to 
join  her  in  denying  themselves  some  pleasure  or  luxury,  that  they 
might  give  something  to  the  same  cause.  Fifteen  dollars  was 
accordingly  raised  among  them,  which  is  to  be  given  to  Miss 
Carsey.  Mrs.  O'Corran  went  home  full  of  the  subject,  and  per- 
suaded the  woman  in  the  tenement-house  to  buy  yarn  and  knit 
stockings.  When  a  dozen  pairs  are  completed  she  will  give  them 
to  Miss  Carsey,  and  ask  her  if  they  cannot  be  sold  for  the  benefit  of 
the  missionaries." 

Grace  paused,  out  of  breath.  Energetic  Miss  Walker,  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  school,  had  listened  attentively,  and  now  said  earn- 
estly: "When  all  Christians,  old  and  young,  rich  and  poor,  wise 
and  simple,  unite  in  sacrificing  their  own  pleasure  and  comfort  for 
the  heathen,  then  indeed  may  we  hope  for  an  answer  to  our  prayer 
'  Thy  kingdom  come.'  Teachers,  how  can  we  help  this  good 
work  ?" 

As  she  spoke,  Lizzie  Johnson  rose  impatiently  and  left  the 
room.  She  was  in  no  mood  to  join  in  any  plan  for  raising  money 
for  the  missionaries.  Every  dollar  of  her  salary  was  spent,  in  an- 
ticipation, for  months  ahead.  "  It  is  all  well  enough  for  the  rich, 
but  I  have  nothing  to  spare,"  she  thought. 

The  next  morning  the  scholars  throughout  the  building  were 
surprised  by  the  sight  of  neat  boxes,  with  slit  covers,  standing  on 
their  teachers'  desks.  After  the  opening  exercises  the  general 
curiosity  in  regard  to  them  was  gratified.  Each  teacher  briefly 
explained  to  her  class  that  the  boxes  were  intended  to  receive  any 
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contributions  that  they  might  be  willing  to  give  for  foreign  mis- 
sions. Grace  Maynard  told  so  graphically  of  the  needs  of  the  poor 
children  in  heathen  lands,  that  every  little  face  before  her  filled 
with  sympathy.  She  told  them,  moreover,  of  the  rich  young  lady 
who  gave  up  her  party-dress  for  their  sakes,  of  Chloe's  resignation 
of  the  coveted  bonnet,  and  of  the  char-woman's  stockings.  Then 
she  asked  all  who  would  like  to  help  the  good  work  to  raise  their 
hands;  and  not  a  single  child  refused  to  respond. 

How  the  pennies,  five-cent  pieces,  and  dimes  flowed  in!  The 
parents  became  interested  through  their  children,  and  even  quar- 
ters and  half-dollars  found  their  way  into  the  mission-boxes. 

One  boy  brought  the  dime  he  had  meant  to  spend  for  marbles ; 
another  did  without  his  accustomed  weekly  allowance  of  candy; 
and  a  third  actually  deposited  the  money  his  mother  had  given  him 
to  spend  for  lunch,  and  went  hungry.  Nor  were  the  girls  less  for- 
ward in  doing  their  share  of  the  work.  Iso  human  eye  could  read 
the  sweet  self-sacrifices  recorded  upon  the  faces  of  those  common- 
place coins. 

When  the  boxes  were  opened  at  the  end  of  three  months'  time, 
every  one  was  astonished  to  find  that  more  than  forty  dollars  had 
been  contributed. 

Grace  Maynard  was  delegated  by  the  teachers  to  carry  the 
money  to  Miss  Carsey.  It  must  be  confessed  that  she  entered  the 
palatial  house  with  a  slight  tremor  of  nervous  anxiety.  She  was 
so  cordially  greeted  by  her  hostess,  however,  that  the  feeling  was 
but  momentary. 

Belle's  wonder  and  pleasure  were  unbounded  when  she  heard 
Grace's  story.  She  felt,  too,  a  strange  awe  as  she  realized  the 
wide  circle  throughout  which  her  influence  had  been  felt.  A  sense 
of  the  responsibilities  of  life  awoke  in  her  heart.  Who,  in  this 
strange  world  of  ours,  could  say  that  they  had  no  influence  ? 

"My  precious  Mattie,"  Belle  wrote  to  her  friend,  "you  can 
have  no  idea  of  the  work  your  sweet,  earnest  letter  has  done  here. 
I  inclose  a  little  tract,  which  will  tell  you  the  story  much  better 
than  I  can.  It  was  written  by  the  pastor  of  our  church,  who  heard 
what  had  been  done,  and  thought  that  other  Christians  might  in 
this  way  be  induced  to  give  more  toward  the  missionary  cause. 
Last  Sunday  we  had  a  missionary  sermon ;  and  the  collection  that 
followed  was  much  larger  than  usual.  That  and  the  sum  already 
in  my  hands  amount,  together,  to  about  thirteen  hundred  dollars. 
Is  it  not  wonderful ! 

"Yet  why  do  I  ask  that  ?  Is  it  so  wonderful,  when  so  many  fool- 
ish and  harmful  things  are  carried  to  excess  in  this  world,  that  a 
generous  and  useful  enterprise  should,  as  May  Murdock  expressed 
it,  become  fashionable  ? 
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' '  I  have  had  a  good  many  rebuffs,  it  is  true.  There  have  been  times 
when  my  patience  has  been  sorely  tried,  and  I  have  been  much  sur- 
prised at  the  disclosures  of  character,  both  good  and  bad ;  but  I  be- 
lieve the  good  done  cannot  be  measured  by  dollars  and  cents,  how- 
ever. Many  selfish  hearts  have  been  softened,  many  careless  ones 
awakened,  and  the  rich  and  poor  have  come  to  know  more  of  each 
other.  Yesterday  Mrs.  O'Corran  was  here,  working  for  mamma;  and 
once  when  I  passed  through  the  room  in  which  she  was  busy,  she 
caught  my  hand  and  kissed  it.  '  Sure,  Miss  Belle,  darlint,'  she  said, 
1  ye  must  be  afther  forgivin'  the  hard  thoughts  I've  had  toward  ye. 
I  thought  —  bad  luck  to  me  —  that  because  ye  was  rich  and  dainty, 
ye  was  hard-hearted,  too.  Faith,  though,  I'll  niver  be  afther  think- 
in'  the  likes  again.' 

"I  have  quite  fallen  in  love  with  the  little  school-teacher,  Grace 
Maynard ;  she  reminds  me  of  you,  and  I  mean  to  give  her"  a 
share  in  some  of  the  '  good  times '  that  are  constantly  falling  to  my 
lot. 

"  And  now,  Mattie,  dear,  I  have  a  bit  of  news  for  you.  I  am  going 
to  be  married !  This,  too,  is  owing  to  your  letter.  Mr.  Selden  tells 
me  that  my  poor  little  attempt  to  help  you  in  your  work,  was  the 
first  indication  he  could  discover  that  I  am  not  altogether  heart- 
less and  selfish.  Of  course  those  were  not  his  words ;  but  I  shrewdly 
suspect  that  they  are  a  plain,  unvarnished  statement  of  the  truth. 
Indeed,  I  myself  have  only  just  discovered  that  I  have  a  heart  —  at 
least,  one  good  for  any  but  selfish  purposes. 

"In  closing,  I  will  chronicle  my  resolution  to  'turn  over  a  new 
leaf.'  Hitherto  I  have  ignored  the  responsibilities  of  life  in  a  way 
that  you,  whole-hearted  little  girl,  cannot  at  all  realize. 

"Now  I  mean  to  do  my  best  —  with  God's  help  —  to  meet  them 
bravely,  and  discharge  them  nobly. 

"  Have  you  ever  seen  these  sweet  lines  of  Caroline  Seymour's  ? 
How  true  they  are:  — 

'To  the  giver  shall  be  given  : 

If  thou  wouldst  walk  in  light, 

Make  other  spirits  bright. 
Who  seeking  for  himself  alone 

Ever  entered  heaven? 
In  blessing  we  are  blest, 
In  labor  find  our  rest; 

If  we  bend  not  to  the  world's  work 
Heart  and  hand  and  brain, 
We  have  lived  our  life  in  vain.' 

Not  that  this  is  always  easy  to  do.  Even  in  my  short  experience 
in  working,  I  have  found  that  it  is  often  very  hard  to  do  right ; 
but  the  reward  is  sure. 

" O  Mattie!  if  only  every  Christian  in  the  world  would  do  all  in 
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his  or  her  power  for  the  conversion  of  the  heathen,  how  soon  all  of 
them  might  be  evangelized,  and  the  gospel  spread,  '  like  a  sea  of 
glory,  from  pole  to  pole.' 

"Your  faulty  but  loving  friend, 

Belle  Carsey." 

[Concluded.] 


ttr  1$m\  at  Ijome, 


TEX  YEARS  OF  MISSIOXARY  PROGRESS  IX  IXDIA. 

The  Fourth  Decennial  Statistical  Tables  of  Protestant  Missions 
in  India,  Burmah,  and  Ceylon,  have  just  been  published  in  pam- 
phlet form  by  Messrs.  Thacker,  Spink  &  Co.,  of  Calcutta.  These 
tables  were  prepared  at  the  request  of  the  Calcutta  Missionary 
Conference,  by  the  Revs.  H.  P.  Parker  and  J.  E.  Payne,  and  are 
the  result  of  an  amount  of  patient  and  painstaking  labor  which 
none  but  those  who  have  attempted  such  work  can  appreciate. 
The  work  has  been,  on  the  whole,  well  done;  and  where  defects 
are  observed,  it  will  usually  be  found  that  the  fault  is  with  those 
furnishing  the  information,  rather  than  with  the  compilers. 

The  general  result,  as  shown  in  these  tables,  is  highly  satisfac- 
tory. After  making  every  reasonable  deduction  for  errors,  the 
unquestionable  fact  remains  that  Christianity  is  making  steady 
and  rapid  progress  in  India.  Counting  by  decades,  it  is  nearly 
impossible  to  be  misled  by  exceptional  movements  in  single  dis- 
tricts, especially  when  so  wide  a  field  as  India  and  Burmah  is  em- 
braced in  the  statistics.  The  rate  of  increase  far  exceeds  that  of 
the  churches  in  England  and  America.  It  is  especially  noteworthy 
that  the  rate  of  increase  rises  with  each  decade.  Thus,  in  the 
decade  between  1851  to  1861,  it  was  about  fifty-three  per  cent; 
from  1861  to  1871,  about  sixty-one  per  cent ;  and  from  1871  to  1881, 
it  was  eighty-six  per  cent.  The  relative  increase  of  communicants 
is  higher  than  that  of  the  nominal  Christian  community.  In  Cey- 
lon the  decennial  increase  is  about  seventy  per  cent,  and  in  India 
more  than  a  hundred  per  cent.  The  following  figures  will  show 
the  progress  in  India,  Burmah,  and  Ceylon,  with  the  aggregate  for 
all  three  divisions :  — 

NATIVE  CHRISTIANS. 


1851. 

1861. 

1871. 

1881. 

India, 

91,092 

138,731 

224,258 

417,372 

Burmah, 

No  returns. 

59,366 

62,729 

75,510 

Ceylon, 

11,859 

15,273 

31,376 

35,708 

Total, 

102,951 

213,270 

318,363 

528,560 
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COMMUNICANTS. 

1851. 

1861. 

1871. 

1881. 

India, 

14,661 

24,976 

52,816 

113,325 

Burinah, 

No  returns. 

18,439 

20,514 

24,929 

Ceylon, 

2,645 

3,859 

5,164 

6,843 

Total, 

17,306 

47,274 

78,494 

145,097 

Reckoning  by  provinces,  we  find,  to  our  surprise,  we  must  con- 
fess, that  the  largest  relative  increase  has  been  in  Bombay. 

The  rate  of  increase  of  the  various  provinces  for  the  decade 
is  as  follows:  — 

Bombay,  180  per  cent. 

Panjab,  155   "  " 

Oudh,  111   "  « 

Central  India,  92  "  " 
Madi'as,  86   "  " 

Bengal,  67   "  " 

N.  W.  Provinces,  64  "  " 
Burma  27   "  " 

The  largest  aggregate  increase  has  been  m  Madras,  where 
299,742  Christians  are  reported,  against  160,955  in  1881.  The 

present  number  of  Christians  in  the  various  provinces  is  as 
follows :  — 

Madras,  299,742 

Bengal,  83,583 

Burma,  75,510 

Ceylon,  35,708 

Bombay,  11,691 

X.  W.  Provinces,  10,390 

Central  India,  4,885 

Panjab,  4,672 

Oudh,  1,329 

The  most  surprising,  and  perhaps  the  most  significant,  increase 
has  been  in  the  department  of  woman's  work.  Not  only  have  four 
new  ladies'  societies  entered  the  field  since  1871,  but  there  has 
been  an  amazing  development  of  indigenous  workers.  In  1871 
there  were  947  "native  Christian  female  agents"  engaged  in  mis- 
sionary work.  In  1881,  there  were  no  less  than  1,944.  The  num- 
ber of  European  and  Eurasian  ladies  reported  in  the  tables  is  541. 
Some  of  these  were,  no  doubt,  the  wives  of  missionaries ;  but  when 
it  is  remembered  that  very  many  married  ladies  who  do  active 
Christian  work  were  not  reported  at  all,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  successors  of  Lydia,  and  Priscilla,  and  Phebe,  and  Persis, 
and  the  daughters  of  Philip,  already  outnumber  the  586  men  who, 
not  many  years  ago,  monopolized  the  use  of  the  title  "missionary." 
The  progress  of  zenana  work  has  been  astonishing.    Ten  years 
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ago,  Bengal  had  more  zenana  pupils  than  all  the  rest  of  India  put 
together.  Now,  the  North-west  Provinces  have  the  largest  number 
of  this  class  of  pupils.  The  total  number  of  female  pupils  has 
increased  from  31,580  to  65,761. 

Sunday-schools  appear  in  these  tables  for  the  first  time,  and 
hence  we  cannot  compare  the  present  figures'  with  those  of  any 
past  date.  It  is  evideut,  however,  that  there  has  been  an  enor- 
mous development  of  this  department  of  missionary  labor.  No 
less  than  83,321  pupils  are  taught  in  Sunday-schools,  of  whom  one- 
fourth  are  now  Christian  children.  This  is  a  little  more  than  one- 
third  the  total  number  of  both  sexes  enrolled  in  mission-schools;' 
from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  still  ample  room  for  a  very 
great  expansion  of  this  interesting  work. 

These  statistics,  as  a  whole,  are  full  of  encouragement,  and 
afford  abundant  food  for  most  careful  and  earnest  thought. 

A  new  power  is  rising  in  the  East,  and  before  many  years  some 
startling  problems  will  be  forcing  themselves  upon  our  attention. 
It  is  exceedingly  probable  that  the  ratio  of  increase  of  the  Chris- 
tians in  India,  will  rise  rather  than  fall  for  the  next  ten  decades. 
There  are  many  persons  now  living  who  will  see  from  ten  to  fifteen 
million  Protestant  Christians  in  India,  before  they  get  their  re- 
lease from  toil  in  this  earthly  vineyard.  For  what  God  hath 
wrought,  and  for  all  his  wonderful  promises  for  the  days  to  come, 
let  unceasing  praise  arise  from  all  our  grateful  hearts. —  From  the 
"Indian  Witness." 

Dec.  16,  1882, 


THE  HOME  SIDE  OF  FOREIGN"  WORK. 

What  can  we  do  to  overcome  the  indifference,  the  occasional  op- 
position, the — dare  I  say  it  —  selfishness  of  Christian  women  with 
regard  to  foreign  missionary  work? 

Not  long  since,  being  away  from  home,  I  had  this  question  pre- 
sented to  my  mind ;  not  any  more  forcibly  than  it  might  have  been 
at  home,  I  suppose,  but  perhaps  I  had  more  leisure  to  think  about 
it.  At  any  rate  I  was  saddened  by  what  I  heard,  and  by  the 
thought  that  the  same  state  of  things  existed,  in  a  greater  or  less 
degree,  in  all  our  churches. 

My  hostess  had  a  visitor,  with  whom  I  was  unacquainted,  and 
not  wishing  to  meet  strangers,  I  remained  in  the  back  parlor, 
while  she  went  forward  to  see  the  friend  whose  coming  I  fancied 
rather  inopportune.  The  folding-doors  were  only  partially  closed, 
and  leaning  back  I  noted,  listlessly  at  first,  the  fair  face  with  its 
flushed  cheeks,  and  the  earnest  voice  that  said  "  Aunt  Margaret," 
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and  idly  wondered  how  it  came  that  Aunt  Margaret  was  "  Auntie  " 
to  nearly  everybody,  and  why  so  many  came  to  her  for  advice, 
consolation,  or  cheer,  as  the  case  may  be.  I  have  learned  since 
why  it  was;  and  blessed  is  the  church  or  community  that  has  such 
a  one,  with  wide  experience,  ready  tact,  time  to.  bestow,  and 

' "  A  heart  at  leisure  from  itself, 
To  soothe  and  sympathize." 

"I  am  afraid  I'm  not  a  success  in  church-work,"  the  lady  was 
saying,  a  quiver  of  disappointment  running  through  the  words. 
"I  thought  I  had  found  something  I  could  do." 

"What  is  it  you  think  you  cannot  do?"  The  quiet  voice  had 
its  effect,  and  the  tones  that  replied  were  more  even.  "  I  am  al- 
most ashamed  to  tell  you,  after  all.  I  wonder  if  some  one  else 
could  not  have  done  more  or  better.  You  know  it  is  almost  the 
end  of  our  society  year,  and  so  many  of  the  envelopes  have  not 
come  in,  that  it  was  decided  to  send  visitors  to  each  district,  to 
present  the  matter." 

About  this  time  my  interest  was  aroused,  and  I  began  to  listen 
eagerly ;  for  had  we  not  a  society  at  home,  and,  I  began  to  suspect, 
much  the  same  difficulty  to  meet?  "  Yes;  I  know.  And  you  have 
been  going  over  yours  this  afternoon  ?  " 

"  Part  of  it;  and  what  do  the  people  mean?  I  have  never  been 
out  before  on  such  business,  and  I  did  not  know  what  to  say  when 
the  ladies  objected." 

"What  objections  did  you  hear  to-day  ?" 

"  One  lady  did  not  believe  in  separate  organizations  for  the 
women.  She  thought  it  would  be  infinitely  better  to  contribute 
through  the  general  Board.  What  was  the  use  of  two  societies  to 
do  the  work  of  one  ?  Another  thought  '  it  seemed  like  trying  to 
take  affairs  out  of  the  hands  of  the  men,  where  such  things 
belonged,  and  did  not  believe  that  women  could  manage  finan- 
cially; and  so  as  much  good  would  not  be  done,  even  though  more 
money  was  raised."  " 

"  And  they  say  this,"  said  Aunt  Margaret,  "  in  the  face  of  what 
the  woman's  societies  have  done  in  the  last  ten  years." 

The  visitor  smiled  faintly  and  continued :  "  Another  said  that  we 
had  so  much  to  do  at  home,  and  for  home,  that  we  ought  not  to  do 
anything  for  the  foreign  work;  and  another  that  she  did  not 
believe  in  missions  at  all,  and  politely  wondered  that  I  could  find 
time  to  undertake  such  work  without  neglecting  my  home,  adding, 
'I  fear  I  should  disgust  my  husband  with  all  church  and  benevo- 
lent work  if  he  were  to  come  home  and  find  me  away  on  such  a 
tour.'    Do  you  really  think  there  is  any  danger  of  my  doing  that?" 
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I  knew  by  the  trembling  voice  that  the  tears  were  not  far  off ;  but 
Aunt  Margaret  replied  firmer,  though  a  little  sadly:  "  Xo;  I  do  not 
think  there  is  the  least  danger  of  that,  so  long  as  your  husband 
knows  that  your  first  care  is  for  him.  I  know  it  to  be  a  fact  that 
unconverted  persons  often  wonder  that  Christians  do  not  show  a 
deeper  interest  in  souls.  A  young  lady  once  said  to  me,  "If  I 
believed  as  you  Christians  do,  I  could  not  sleep  for  thinking  of  all 
those  who  are  going  to  destruction." 

"  But,  Auntie,  the  excuses  were  more  than  the  objections.  I 
could  make  a  little  answer  to  those;  but  what  could  I  say  to  these  ? 
One  lady  told  me  she  never  could  remember  those  little  envelopes, 
and  so  had  missed  giving  anything,  and  had  not  the  money  to- 
day;  but  if  I  would  call  next  week,  she  would  try  and  have  it  for 
me.  She  did  not  offer  to  bring  it  to  me,  and,  for  fear  of  losing  it 
to  the  cause,  I  did  not  make  the  suggestion.  Another  had  intended 
to  give  before  the  close  of  the  year,  but  they  had  been  refurnish- 
ing their  house,  and  it  had  taken  all  they  could  spare ;  and  as  I 
looked  at  the  beautiful  sitting-room,  with  all  its  appointments  in 
such  perfect  taste,  and  caught  a  glimpse  of  the  beautiful  parlor 
beyond,  I  was  not  surprised  to  hear  it ;  but  I  could  not  help  won- 
dering if  the  cost  of  one  of  those  vases  or  cabinets  put  into  the 
missionary  work,  could  not  have  given  more  real  satisfaction.  An- 
other had  so  many  calls  upon  her  purse  for  charity  and  for  the 
children's  wants  for  school,  that  she  never  could  have  any  money 
by  her.  Another  paid  her  money  willingly;  but  when  I  asked  her 
to  come  and  help  make  the  meeting  interesting,  she  said  she  always 
forgot  when  the  day  came  round." 

"  But  did  you  have  no  pleasant  calls? " 

"  Oh,  yes !  One  lady  who  had  not  used  her  envelopes,  paid  three 
dollars — 1  conscience  money,'  she  said.  Another  had  not  received 
any  envelopes,  but  sent  her  dollar.  Others  who  had  only  put  in  part, 
cheerfully  gave  the  rest.  One  who  is  really  poor,  and  has  had  sick- 
ness all  winter,  losing  one  of  her  children,  said  it  seemed  a  little  hard, 
but  she  could  not  give  anything  this  year  except  her  prayers ;  they 
had  not  been  able  to  keep  quite  out  of  debt.  One  or  two  had  for- 
gotten it  entirely,  but  would  willingly  give.  'How  much  was  it?' 
But  do  you  think  that  is  the  way  we  ought  to  do  in  the  Lord's 
service?  " 

"No,  my  dear;  it  is  not.  I  am  sorry  you  should  meet  such  an 
experience  so  early  in  your  missionary  work ;  and  yet,  do  not  let  it 
discourage  you.  He  who  knows  best,  allowed  it  to  come.  Per- 
haps it  will  help  you  never  to  relax  your  efforts  in  your  own 
home ;  perhaps  it  will  keep  you  from  unnecessary  expenditure  of 
time  and  money  on  house  or  personal  adornment ;  perhaps  it  will 
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serve  to  make  you  still  more  careful  to  keep  your  promises  and 
appointments ;  and  it  is  true  that  Christian  women  do  make  these 
excuses  for  neglect  of  duty.  I  am  glad  it  is  not  ours  to  pronounce 
judgment  upon  them;  and  you  know  where  we  can  take  all  these 
anxieties  and  disappointments,  and  leave  them." 

Then,  as  the  visitor  went  away,  I  thought  of  the  many  churches 
where,  from  the  women,  would  be  heard  the  same  or  similar  ob- 
jections and  excuses.  And  I  thought  of  the  lands  where  the 
women  reach  forth  empty  hands,  to  grasp  they  know  not  what, 
and  of  the  lands  where  they  are  saying,  "  Don't  they  know  we  are 
dying  without  the  light?  Can't  they  send  it  along  a  little  faster?  " 
And  I  thought  of  our  Saviour's  commands,  "  Deny  yourselves," 
and  "Go  ye,"  and  our  tardy,  half-hearted  obedience. 

O  sisters,  some  with  your  abundance,  some  with  your  com- 
fortable living,  some  with  your  poverty  even,  you  have  hope  in 
Christ  and  a  bright  hereafter,  whatever  may  be  the  trials  by  the 
way:  think  of  those  women,  like  yourselves,  who  have  no  hope 
either  for  this  life  or  the  life  to  come !  Are  there  any  who  let 
everything  or  anything  crowd  out  the  missionary  work  ?  Are  there 
any  who  pay  their  dollar,  it  may  be,  and  never  think  of  it  again 
until  the  subject  is  presented  by  some  one  who  does  remember? 
If  you  wish  to  fill  the  measure  of  your  accountability  in  this  direc- 
tion, to  occupy  till  your  Lord  shall  come,  to  improve  your  talents, 
five,  two,  or  one,  ask,  and  let  the  Master  answer;  listen  till  he 
speaks  and  tells  you  how  he  would  have  you  give  —  heart,  hand, 
and  voice  to  woman's  work  for  woman.  —  Woman's  Work  for 
Woman. 


ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  BERKSHIRE  BRANCH. 

The  sixth  annual  meeting  of  the  Berkshire  Branch  of  the 
Woman's  Board  of  Missions  was  held  in  the  First  Church  at  Pitts- 
field,  Thursday,  June  21st.  A  devotional  meeting  occupied  the 
first  half  hour,  which  was  well  attended.  Our  beloved  President, 
Mrs.  Chadbourne,  being  unable  to  attend  the  meeting,  Miss  E.  A. 
Morley,  who  had  been  selected  to  preside,  admirably  filled  the 
place.  After  the  opening  exercises  and  the  enrollment  of  dele- 
gates, a  full  and  interesting  report  of  the  last  Branch  meeting  at 
Adams  was  read  by  the  Recording  Secretary.  The  report  of  the 
Home  Secretary  showed  an  addition  to  our  members  of  three  new 
auxiliaries  and  two  mission  circles  during  the  year.  One  mission 
circle  of  young  ladies  had  so  increased  in  numbers  and  efficiency, 
that  they  desired  to  be  recognized  as  an  auxiliary,  and  another 
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mission  circle  had  disbanded.  We  now  number  twenty-eight  aux- 
iliaries and  thirteen  mission  circles. 

The  Treasurer  reported  the  receipts  of  the  last  year  to  be 
$2,807.86  — nearly  $400  more  than  last  year. 

The  report  of  the  Foreign  Secretary  gave  an  interesting  and 
encouraging  review  of  the  work  accomplished  in  the  foreign  field. 
This  Branch,  at  present,  pays  the  salaries  of  Miss  R.  E.  Harding, 
Ahmednagar,  India,  and  Miss  Adelaide  M.  Daughaday,  Osaka, 
Japan,  and  of  four  Bible-readers.  They  support  sixteen  scholar- 
ships, representing  seven  different  schools,  and  some  interest  in 
the  work  for  women  at  Tungcho,  North  China. 

Reports  were  given  from  all  our  auxiliaries  and  from  the  mis- 
sion circles,  with  two  exceptions. 

Resolutions  of  sympathy  for  Mrs.  Chadbourne,  in  her  great  sor- 
row, were  read  and  adopted.  After  prayer  offered  for  Mrs.  Chad- 
bourne  by  Mrs.  Goodnow,  of  Dalton,  a  solo,  "  Adore,  and  be  still," 
was  sung,  with  exquisite  feeling  and  expression,  by  Mrs.  A.  B. 
Root,  of  Pittsfield. 

A  most  excellent  paper,  "  Our  Opportunities,"  was  then  read 
by  Mrs.  Taylor,  of  Hinsdale,  which  closed  the  morning  exercises. 

A  basket-lunch,  which  is  a  new  feature  at  our  Branch  meetings, 
and  meets  with  much  favor,  was  served  in  the  Sunday-school 
rooms,  and  a  few  minutes  of  social  intercourse  was  enjoyed.  At 
the  opening  of  the  afternoon  session,  we  listened  with  pleasure  to 
a  solo,  which  was  beautifully  rendered  by  Miss  Kellogg,  of  Pitts- 
field.  Appropriate  passages  of  Scripture  were  read  by  Miss  Morley, 
and  Mrs.  Warriner  led  in  prayer.  The  old  board  of  officers  was 
then  re-elected  for  another  year.  The  remainder  of  the  afternoon 
was  devoted  to  addresses  by  Miss  Proctor  of  Turkey  and  Miss 
Child  of  Boston.  Miss  Proctor  told  us  of  her  twenty-four  years  of 
mission  labor  in  Turkey,  mostly  in  connection  with  the  schools, 
she  having  had  charge  of  the  Aintab  Seminary  for  eighteen  years. 
She  gave  us  some  idea  of  the  great  work  that  has  been  accom- 
plished since  she  first  went  there.  Miss  Child,  whose  presence 
and  encouraging  words  always  add  greatly  to  the  interest  of  our 
meetings,  brought  us  love  and  greetings  from  the  Mother  Board, 
with  words  of  cheer  and  guidance.  Among  other  things,  she  told 
us  of  some  of  the  best  ways  to  interest  people,  and  induce  them  to 
attend  our  meetings.  She  spoke  of  the  call  for  more  missionaries 
and  more  money,  of  our  great  responsibility,  and  the  necessity  that 
each  one  should  both  do  and  give  more,  that  retrenchment  may 
not  again  be  necessary.  The  meeting  was  largely  attended,  more 
coming  from  out  of  town  than  ever  before,  and  was  full  of  interest 
and  inspiration  for  future  effort.  M.  B.  D. 
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WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS. 

Receipts  from  June  18  to  July  18,  1883. 


Maine  Branch.  —  Mrs.  Wood- 
bury S.Dana,Treas.  Deering, 
Aux.,  $7.50;  Portland,  Aux., 
2d  Parish,  A  Friend,  $5,  Mite- 
Box  Soe'y,  §11.02,  State  St. 
Ch.,  Miss  Ernestine  Libby's 
S.  S.  CI,  §12;  Washington 
Co.  Conf.  Aux.,  §3.62;  Cas- 
tine,  Aux.,  of  \vh.  $25  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Jane  E.  Cate, 
§33.50;  Warren,  Aux.,  §12; 
Fryeburg,  Aux.,  §10;  Farm- 
ington,  A  Friend,  50  cts. ; 
Rumford,  A  Friend,  25  cts.; 
Waterford,  Aux.,  $12;  Mun- 
son,  Sunshine  Band,  $10; 
West  Falmouth,  Aux.,  §8.85; 
Richmond,  Aux.,  §6,  $132  24 


Total, 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 


$132  24 


New  Hampshire  Branch.— Miss 
Abby  E.  Mclntire,  Treas. 
Antrim,  M.  C,  $10;  Candia, 
Aux.,  $14.52;  Bath,  Aux., 
§21.45;  Concord, Aux., $25,Mrs. 
Calvin  Howe,  const,  self  L. 
M.,$25;  Dover,M.C.,$5;  Dun- 
barton,  Hillside  Laborers, 
§15;  East  Jaffrey,  Aux.,  §7; 
Exeter,  Aux.,  §19;  Mrs.  J. 
Gordon  and  daughter,  const. 
L.  M.  Miss  Lucy  A.  Gordon, 
$25;  Francestown,  Mrs.  Don- 
nell's  S.  S.  CI.,  $5;  Fisher- 
ville,  Aux.,  §25,  Y.  L.  M.  C, 
$40 ;  Hanover,  Rainbow  Band, 
§30,  Y.  L.  M.  C,  $20;  Harap- 
stead,  Aux.,  $13;  Henniker, 
Aux.,  $15;  Hinsdale,  Aux., 
14.50;  Jaffrey,  Aux.,  10; 
Keene,  2d  Cong.  Ch.,  Mission 
Garden,  §30;  Marlboro,  Aux., 
§18;  Meredith  Village,  Aux., 
§17;  Piermont,  Aux.,  $10; 
Pittsfield,  Aux.,  §12.33;  Ray- 
mond, Aux.,  §8.20;  Salem, 
Aux,  §12.80;  Sanbornton, 
M.  C.,  §5;  So.  Xewmarket, 
Aux.,  12.00;  Stratham,  Aux., 
S21.25;  Little  Helpers,  §1; 
Swansey,  Aux.,  $10;  West 
Lebanon,  M.  B.,§5;  Winches- 
ter, Aux.,  prev.  contri.  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Elijah  Harmon, 
§12  25;  West  Bath,  Aux., 
$1.55,  §515  85 

Canterbury. — A  Friend,  40 
Cornish.— Aux.,  10  63 


VERMONT. 

Vermont  Branch  —  Mrs.  T.  M. 
Howard,  Treas.  Newport, 
Banyan  Seeds,  $3.36,  Cheer- 
ful Workers,  $5.64;  Fair 
Haven,  Aux.,  $14.25;  Thet- 
ford,  Aux.,  §2;  Underbill, 
Aux.,  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  E.  J. 
Whitcoinb,  $26;  East  Hard- 
wick,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Delano,  $10; 
Hardwick,  Miss  F.  Delano, 
$5;  Brandon,  Aux.,  §29.50; 
-Enosburg,  Aux.,  $8;  Sheldon, 
Aux.,  §4.50;  Highgate,  Aux., 
$2;  Montgomery,  Aux.,  $2.55; 
East  Berkshire',  Aux.,  $5.25; 
Swanton,  Aux.,  $11 ;  Burling- 
ton, Helping  Hands,  $40; 
Brattleboro,  Aux.,  $59.51;  M. 
C,  $40.    Expenses,  §8,  $260  56 

Pittsford.—L,.  J.,  20  00 


Total, 


§280  56 


Total, 


$526  88 


Legacv  of  Mrs.  Mary  Gorham, 

St.  Albans,  §391  60 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Berkshire  Branch.  —  Mrs.  S.  N. 
Russell,  Treas.  Pittsfield,  1st 
Ch.,  §22.24;  So.  Ch.,  §20.96; 
Adams,  $35;  West  Stock- 
bridge,  §22.25;  Dalton,  $21, 
Penny  Gatherers,  of  wh.  $25 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Mary  C. 
Morris,  §60;  South  Egremont, 
§30;  Monterey,  S10;  Curtis- 
vide,  §12;  Peru,  Aux.,  $33.26, 
Top  Twig,  $7.64;  North 
Adams,  Aux.,  $89,  Jun. 
Aux.,  §50;  Lanesborough, 
$10;  Lenox,  $10;  Golden 
Links,  $30  50,  $463  85 

Essex  No.  Conf.  Branch.— Mrs. 
A.  Hammond,  Treas.  Brad- 
ford Acad.,  Anderson  Foreign 
Miss'y  Soc'y,  33  06 

Essex  So.  Conf  Branch.—  Miss 
Sarah  W.  Clark,  Treas.  Sau- 
gus,  Aux..  $17;  Salem,  Crom- 
bie  St.  Ch.,  §6,  23  00 

Hampshire  Co.  Branch.— Miss 
Isabella  G.  Clarke,  Treas. 
No.  Hadley,  Aux.,  §13;  Green- 
wich, Aux.,  §12;  So.  Amherst, 
Aux.,  §25;  L  E.  L's,  $10;  So. 
Hadley,  Faithful  Workers, 
$6;  In  Memoriam,  §5;  East 
Amherst,  $50,  121  00 

Lawrence.—  Central  Ch.,  1  00 

Lynn.—  Chestnut  St.  Ch.  S.  S.,     1  15 

Maiden.—  1st  Ch.,  1  00 


RECEIPTS. 
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Middlesex  Branch.—  Mrs.  E.  H. 
Warren,  Treas.  Ashland, 
Gleaners,  §11  39 

New  Bedford.  —Union  Work- 
ers, const.  L.  M's  Mrs.  Carrie 
J.  Burt,  Miss  Helen  Cobb,  50  00 
Norfolk  and  Pilgrim  Branch. — 
Mrs.  Franklin  Shaw,  Treas. 
Brockton,  Aux.,  $(50;  No.  Arl- 
ington, Aux.,  $10,  Merry 
Workers,  §10;  Braintree, 
Aux.,  88  ,  88  00 

Northlx>ro.— Aux.,  10  00 

Old  Colony  Branch.  —  Miss 
Frances  J.  Runnels,  Treas. 
Taunton,  Broadway  Ch.,  M. 
B.,  $31 ;  Norton,  'Wheaton 
Sem  ,  $50,  81  00 

Orleans. —  M.  B.,  40  00 

Pittsfield.—  Leila  Bull,  1  40 

Salem.— Y.  L.  M.  C.,  30  00 

So.  Attleboro.—  Cong.  S.  S.,         12  50 
So.  Hadley.—Mt.  Holyoke  Sem.,  12  56 
Springfield  Branch.  —  Miss  H. 
T.   Buckingham,  Treas. 
Springfield,  Olivet  Ch.,  Olive 
Branch,    $32,    South  Ch., 
$52.68,  Y.  L.  M.  C,  §15.45, 
Wide  Awakes,  $45,  1st  Ch.,t 
Mrs.  Phebe  A.  Eldredge,  of 
wh.  §75  const.  L.  M's  Miss 
Lizzie  Bates,  Miss  Annie  K. 
Cooper,  Mrs.  John  Giles,  §200, 
Circle  No.  2,  $9.62,  Memorial 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $24.50;  Chicopee 
Falls,  Aux.,  $25,  404  25 

Suffolk  Branch.— Miss  Myra  B. 
Child,  Treas.  Boston,  Mrs. 
M.  H.  Baldwin,  $5;  Shawmut 
Ch.,  Y.  L.  M.  C,  $180;  Shaw- 
mut Branch  Circle,  $150;  Mt. 
Vernon  Ch.,  Aux.,  $60;  Cen- 
tral Ch.,  Aux.,  $25;  So.  Bos- 
ton, Mrs  Sarah  E.  King, 
$5,  Phillips  Ch.,  $200,  S.  S., 
$72.48;  Dorchester,  Village 
Ch.,  Band  of  Faitb,  const. 
L.M.  Mrs.  Walter  S.  Watson, 
$25,  Pilgrim  Ch.,  $19.25;  Ja- 
maica Plain,  Central  Ch., 
Aux.,  $17182;  Cambridge- 
port,  Miss  C.  L.  Cristy,  $34, 
Pilgrim  Ch.,  Young  Ladies' 
Jun.  Aux.,  $50.32;  Chelsea, 
Central  Ch.,$32;  West  Soiner- 
ville,  Juv.M.C.,$5;  Brighton, 
Workers  for  Christ,  $10,  S.  S. 
$3(>;  Hyde  Park,  Heart  and 
Hand,  $46;  Dedham,  Asylum 
Dime  Soc'y,  $2.81,  Chapel 
Rays,  const.  L.  M's.  Mrs.  Geo. 
Brown,  Miss  Edna  Calder, 
$50;  Newton,  Eliot  Ch.,  Aux., 
$334,  Young  People's  Miss'y 
Soc'y,  $3;  Newton  Centre, 
Aux..  $4,  1,514  68 

Wellesley College.—  Miss'ySoc'y,  295  00 
W  rcester.— In  memory  of  Mrs. 
David  Whitcomb,  $500;  Old 
South  Ch.  and  Soc'y,  of  wh. 


$25  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  J.  F. 
Loveri  .g,  S45.47,  $545  47 

Worcester  Co.  Branch.—  Mrs. 
G.  W.  Russell,  Treas.  Spen- 
cer, Aux.,  814 .90,  Weeklv 
Off's,  $160.66,  Hillside  Work- 
ers, $7.50:  West  Bovlston, 
Aux.,  $3  20;  Millbiuy,  2d 
Cong.  Ch..  $40;  Worcester, 
Woman's  Miss'v  Ass'n,  $40.58, 
Union  Ch.,  Aux  ,  £76,  293  90 


Total, 


LEGACIES. 


$4,038  21 


Essex  So.  Conf.  Branch.—  Leg- 
acy of  Mrs.  Susan  F.  Apple- 
ton,  Salem,  $100;  Legacy  of 
Mrs.  Emeline  O.  Putnam, 
Salem,  $25,  $125  0« 

Newton  Lower  Falls.— By  Dea. 
Amos  Morse,  in  inembrv  of 
Mrs.  Esther  Morse,  500  00 

KHODE  ISLAND. 

Rhode  Island  Branch.  —  Miss 
Anna T.  White,  Treas.  Prov- 
idence, Plymouth  Ch.,  Aux., 
$5,  Union  Ch.,  Mission 
Helpers,  $G5,  Pilgrim  Ch., 
Little  Pilgrims,  $30,  Central 
Ch.,Foreign  Miss'v  Soc'v,$20, 
Cheerful Workers,$48 ;  Woon- 
socket,  Globe  Workers,  $18; 
East  Providence,  Aux,  $26,    $212  00 


Total, 


COXXECTICUT. 


$212  00 


Eastern  Conn.  Branch.  —  Miss 
M.  L  Lockwood,  Treas. 
Putnam,  of  wh.  $25  const.  L. 
M.  Mrs.  S.  H.  Seward,  $43; 
Danielsonville,  $9.50;  Brook- 
lyn, $100;  Norwich,  1st  Ch., 
$42.94;  Old  Town,  M.  C,  $20; 
Broadway  Ch.,  $100;  Gris- 
wold,  of  wh.  $25  censt.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Peck,  $42;  Han- 
over, Aux.,  $3,  Little  Circle, 
$5;  Plainfield,  S2;  Stoning- 
ton,  1st  Ch.,  $5, 2d  Ch., $19.19; 
Davville,  South's  M.  C,  $12; 
East  Woodstock,  $10;  New 
London,  Schauffler  Soc'y, 
$10;  Woodstock,  of  wh.  $25 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Annie  Law, 
$40,  M.  C,  $11,  $474  63 

Guilford.—  Mrs.  Lucv  E.  Tut- 
tle,  50  00 

Hai-tford  Branch.— Mrs.  Charles 
A.  Jewell.  Treas.  Tolland, 
Aux.,  $8.50;  East  Hartford, 
Aux.,  $8:  Unionville,  Aux.,  A 
Friend,  $30;  Southington, 
Aux.,  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  A.  E. 
Hull,  $25;  Rockville,  Aux., 
$37;  Windsor  Locks,  Aux., 
$50,  158  50 
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New  Haven  Branch— Miss  Ju- 
lia Twining,  Treas.  Ansonia, 
Ruby  Circle,  $25 ;  Bridgeport, 
of  wh.  $25,  by  Mrs.  Charles 
McBeeeher,  const,  self  L.  M., 
$185.20,  1st  Ch.,  S.  S.,  $30; 
Brookneld  Centre,  $6.63; 
Cornwall,  $32;  Ellsworth, 
$6.80;  Greenwich,  Bearers  of 
Light,  $60.07;  Haddam,  Y.  L. 
M.  B.,  $7;  Harwinton,  $30; 
Higganum,  $43.65;  Killing- 
worth,  prev.  contri.  const.  L. 
M.  Mrs.  E.  P.  Armstrong, 
$7.09;  Litchfield,  of  wh.  $25 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Chas.  Sym- 
ington, $84.34;  Meriden,  1st 
Ch.,  Cheerful  Givers,  $40; 
Middlefield,  $5;  Middletown, 
1st  Ch.,  $90,  Gleaners,  $30,Ten 
Times  One,  $12.75;  New 
Britain,  1st  Ch.,  $29.75;  South 
Ch.,  Standard  Bearers,  $8; 
New  Haven,  Dwight  Place 
Ch.,  $5;  North  Ch.,  $5;  3d 
Ch.,  $124;  Orange,  $4.05; 
Plantsville,  $1 ;  Salisbury, 
$21;  Saybrook,  $8.90;  Sher- 
man, 1;  South  Britain,  $17; 
South  Canaan, $5;  Stanwich, 
M.  C,  $5;  Washington,  Will- 
ing Workers,  $6.55;  Wilton, 
Light  Bearers,  of  wh.  $25 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Louisa  E. 
Thompson,  $123.75;  Win- 
sted,  $77.55,  $1,138  08 

Wilton.—  A  Friend,  80 
Windsor  Locks. —  A  Friend,  00 


Total, 


$1,827  01 


LEGACY. 

Legacy  of  Aurelia  Gunn,  New 
Milford,  $100  00 

NEW  YORK. 

Neiv  York  State  Branch. — 
Mrs.  G.  H.  Norton,  Treas. 
Lysander,  $32;  West  Bloom- 
field,  Ganundaak  M.  C, 
$20.75;  Homer,  M.  C,  $20; 
Binghamton,  Doers  of  the 
Word,  $25;  Seneca  Falls, 
const.  L.M.  Mrs.  M.  E.  Board- 
man,  $25;  Madison,  $26; 
Flushing,  $41.80;  Albany, 
Morning  Star  M.  C,  $50; 
Fairport,  $20;  Antwerp,  $25; 
Norfolk,  Mrs  Ruth  D.  Shaw, 
$5;  Lisbon,  Mrs.  S.  A.  Shel- 
don, $1;  New  York  City, 
Olivet  Mission  Ass'n,  $42.68; 
Lisle,  $18;  Albany,  of  wh. 
$25  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Janet 
McNaughton,  $40.81,  $393  04 

Cornwall-on-the-  Hudson.— Mrs. 

Lyman  Abbott's  S.  S.  CI.,  50  00 
Ma'nnsville.—  Friends,  2  00 

Nunda.—  Emma  H.  Bell,  2  00 

Prattsburg.—  Tres.  S.  S.,  20  00 


Troy.—  Desert  Palm,  const.  L. 
M.,  Mary  F.  Cushman,  $25  00 


Total, 


$492  04 


PHILADELPHIA  BRANCH. 

Mrs.  Samuel  H.  Wilde,  Treas. 

New  Jersey.  —  Orange,  Trinity 
Cong.  Ch.,  Aux.,  $35.70, 
Trinity  M.  C,  $45;  Grove  St. 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $60;  Paterson, 
Aux.,  $9.40;  Bound  Brook, 
Aux.,  $^0;  Plainfield,  Aux., 
$10;  Orange  Valley,  Cong. 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $66;  Y.  L.  M.  B., 
$500;  Jersey  City,  Aux.,  of 
wh.  $25  by  Mrs.  Austin, const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Hunt,  $74.31 ; 
Montclair,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25, 
by  Mrs.  Edward  Sweet,  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  J  H.Pratt,  $59; 
District  of  Columbia,  Wash- 
ington, Aux.,  $56.75;  Mary- 
land, Baltimore,  Aux.,  $35; 
Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia, 
Aux.,  $155;  Snow-Flakes, 
$20;  Central  Cong.  Ch.,  Y.  L. 
M.  S.,  $30;  Virginia,  Hern- 
don,  Aux.,  10.50,  $1,186 

Total,  $1,186 


Pomeroy. — Cong.  Ch., 
Windham. —  Y.  L.  M.  B., 

Total, 

ILLINOIS. 

Roseville. — Penny  Collection, 
S.  S., 

Wheaton—  Mrs.  W.  K.  Guild, 


Total, 

GEORGIA. 

Savannah.—  Cong.  Ch., 
Total, 

TENNESSEE. 

Chattanooga.— 1st  Cong.  Ch. 

Total, 

CANADA. 

Canadian  Woman's  Board, 


$5  44 

22  00 

$27  44 


$12  00 
5  00 

$17  00 


Total, 


General  Funds, 
Life  and  Light, 
Weekly  Pledge, 
Leaflets, 
Legacies, 


$167  50 

$167  50 

$8,914  99 
281  47 
2  75 
4  42 
1,116  60 


Total,     $10,320  23 
Miss  Emma  Carruth,  Treasurer. 


uxi  t$  fit  xnttxxn* 

JAPAN. 
THE  HOLY  SPIRIT'S  WORK. 

Kobe,  Jap  ax,  May  28,  1883. 
Dear  Friends  of  the  Interior  :   Let  a  voice  from  Japan 
speak  to  you  for  a  few  moments  to-day,  and  tell  you  what  a  precious 
work  the  Lord  is  doing  in  this  empire. 

You  have  doubtless  heard  of  the  work  among  the  sailors  at 
Yokohama  last  winter,  and  of  its  rich  results;  also,  how  the 
interest  gradually  extended  to  the  Japanese  Christians.  Nearly 
all  the  churches  of  Yokohama  and  Tokio  felt  the  quickening 
influence  of  the  Spirit's  presence  in  the  midst  of  them,  and  began 
to  work  and  pray  as  never  before.  At  first,  the  special  interest 
was  confined  to  the  Christians.  Many  members  of  the  churches, 
and  among  them  some  of  the  pastors,  were  led  to  make  a  new 
consecration  of  themselves  to  Christ  and  to  his  work,  and  felt 
that  never  before  had  they  been  true-hearted  Christians;  and  many 
came  out  from  the  ranks  of  heathenism  into  the  light  and  liberty 
of  the  gospel.  At  the  General  Missionary  Conference  in  Osaka, 
last  month,  scarcely  a  prayer  was  made  that  did  not  contain  the 
petition  that  the  work  then  in  progress  in  the  two  chief  cities  of 
Japan,  might  continue  to  spread  until  it  should  reach  the  farthest 
bounds  of  the  empire.  Shortly  after,  a  Conference  of  all  the 
Japanese  Christians  was  held  in  Tokio,  and  many  were  the  prayers 
which  went  up  that  that  Conference  might  be  the  means  of  giving 
a  fresh  and  strong  impetus  to  the  work.  Many  pastors  from  this 
part  of  Japan  went  up  to  the  Conference,  some  of  them  confessedly 
skeptical  as  to  the  genuineness  of  the  work,  believing  it  to  be 
largely  excitement.  But  ere  many  days  had  passed,  telegrams 
came  to  the  churches  from  their  pastors,  and  the  bui-den  of  them  all 
was,  "Pray,  pray."  The  following  is  a  translation  of  the  one  which 
came  to  the  Kobe  church:  "  This  is  a  wonderful  time.  The  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  is  manifest.  Pray  earnestly,  pray  continuously,  pray 
unitedly,  pray  in  faith."  Mr.  Xeesima's  telegram  to  Dr.  Davis  ran 
as  follows :  "The  day  of  Pentecost  has  surely  come  for  Japan. 
Pray  for  us."  The  three  churches  of  Kobe  and  Hiogo  have  been 
holding  union  prayer-meetings  every  night  for  the  last  two  weeks, 
with  an  average  attendance  of  nearly  two  hundred,  and  a  steady 
increase  of  interest  from  the  first.  There  are  no  long  pauses  in 
these  meetings.    Every  moment  is  occupied,  two  or  three  often 
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beginning  to  pray  at  once,  and  it  is  generally  difficult  for  the 
leader  to  close  the  meeting  when  the  time  arrives.  Mr.  Mat- 
suyama,  pastor  of  the  Kobe  church,  on  the  night  after  his  arrival 
from  Tokio,  said  if  asked  what  he  brought  back  from  Tokio,  he 
would  say  nothing  —  nothing  in  himself  but  a  consciousness  of  his 
own  emptiness.  But  with  that  he  had  gained  a  new  view  of  the 
power  of  Christ,  and  of  his  strength  made  perfect  in  weakness. 
Heretofore,  his  work  had  been  done  too  much  in  and  for  himself; 
henceforth,  he  wished  to  be  only  a  tool  in  the  Lord's  hands,  to  be 
used  by  him  as  he  would.  The  church  at  Imabari  has  been  hold- 
ing two  daily  prayer-meetings  —  one  at  half-past  five  in  the  morning, 
the  other  at  seven  in  the  evening.  In  fact,  there  is  not  a  single 
little  company  of  Christians  anywhere  in  connection  with  our 
mission  which  has  not  been  holding  special  prayer  and  conference 
meetings.  Doubtless  the  same  might  be  said  of  nearly  if  not  quite 
all  the  other  missions. 

I  know  that  you  will  rejoice  to  hear  also  that  the  presence  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  is  very  evident  here  in  the  school.  Nine  of  the 
girls  have  recently  expressed  a  desire  to  profess  Christ,  and  we 
have  reason  to  believe  that  others  are  trying  to  live  a  Christian 
life.  In  the  midst  of,  in  some  respects,  exceptionally  trying 
circumstances,  the  general  spirit  of  the  school  this  term  has  been 
most  excellent. 

In  nearly  every  missionary  country,  notably  in  the  Sandwich 
Islands  and  Madagascar,  a  time  has  come,  after  the  seed  has  been 
sown  for  many  years,  when  there  seemed  to  be  a  general  and 
almost  universal  turning  to  the  Lord;  when  men  and  women  come 
into  the  fold,  not  by  ones  and  twos,  but  by  hundreds  and  thousands. 
Witness  Dr.  Humphreys  "Four  Memorable  Years  in  Hilo,"  pub- 
lished in  The  Advance  not  long  since.  Many  believe  that  we  are 
now  just  entering  upon  such  a  time  for  Japan.  The  seed  has  been 
sown  here  but  for  a  comparatively  short  time,  yet  the  ground 
was  better  prepared  in  the  beginning  than  in  some  missionary 
lands.  The  seed  sprouted  sooner,  and  has  grown  more  rapidly. 
Dear  friends  of  the  Interior,  you  are  as  near  to  the  mercy-seat  as 
we,  and  I  ask  you  to  pray  for  Japan  just  now.  Pray  that  what  we 
have  had  may  be  but  a  few  drops  of  the  coming  shower.  I  am  not 
worthy  to  have  told  you  this,  for  I  have  had  no  part  in  the  great 
work  except  to  pray  for  it.  Oh  that  my  tongue  were  loosed,  so 
that  I  might  speak  to  this  people! 

Day  before  yesterday  I  stood  by  the  open  grave  of  one  whose 
name  is  familiar  to  all  who  have  any  knowledge  of  missionary 
work.  At  last  dear  Grandma  Gulick  has  entered  into  rest.  We 
shall  miss  the  inspiration  of  her  presence  among  us,  but  cannot 
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mourn,  now  that  there  will  be  no  more  pain  or  weariness  for  her 
forever.  Being  twelve  years  old  when  the  American  Board  was 
organized,  what  a  wondrous  stride  she  has  seen  the  world  take 
toward  a  universal  civilization,  and  toward  the  time  when  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth  shall  be  Christian  nations.  Few  have  done  so 
much  as  she  to  hasten  that  glad  time.  May  we  all  be  more  like  her. 
....  The  girls  are  holding  their  prayer-meeting  in  the  sewing- 
room,  which  is  just  across  the  hall  from  ray  room.  As  I  write,  one 
of  the  girls  is  trying  to  pray ;  but  her  voice  is  so  full  of  tears  that 
she  can  scarcely  speak.  Again  I  entreat  you  to  pray  for  us  here 
in  the  school. 

Yours  very  truly, 

E.  M.  Brown. 


CHINA. 

AX  AUXILIARY  IX  THE  BRIDGMAX  SCHOOL. 

There  is  no  better  evidence  that  the  missionaries  sow  good  seed  on  good 
ground,  than  the  wonderful  multiplication  of  it — "some  thirty  fold,  some 
sixty,  and  some  a  hundred."  This  is  especially  manifest  in  the  efforts 
made  by  converts  from  heathenism  to  plant  in  yet  more  barren  spots  the 
seeds  of  truth  that  have  been  blessed  to  them.  A  "Woman's  Board  of  Ar- 
menia, three  years  old,  not  long  ago  sent  greetings  and  pledges  from  the 
East  to  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions.  Before  this  had  any  existence, 
messages  of  cheer  and  inspiration  had  reached  us  from  the  Hawaiian  Wo- 
man's Board  in  the  West,  which  works  most  efficiently  for  the  Micronesian 
and  Gilbert  Islanders.  A  woman's  foreign  missionary  society  in  Savannah, 
whose  dark-skinned  members  long  to  give  the  gospel  to  those  who  are  in  yet 
deeper  night  than  that  which  lately  enshrouded  them,  recently  sent  us  an 
inspiring  message  by  the  lips  of  its  white  teacher.  And  now  an  auxiliary  in 
the  Bridgman  School,  Peking,  which  has  held  on  for  three  years  amid  many 
difficulties,  sends  us  greeting,  and  asks  for  recognition.  And  many  smaller 
missionary  societies  are  reported  to  us  in  the  letters  of  foreign  workers.* 
We  cannot  give  too  wide  circulation  to  such  words  as  the  young  secretary  at 
Peking  has  written  to  our  Board.  We  believe  they  will  stir  up  the  spirit  of 
emulation  in  some  of  the  young  girls  who,  in  our  own  favored  land,  are 
gathered  into  schools,  and  have  such  grand  opportunities  to  work  together 
for  the  spread  of  the  gospel.  Miss  Haven  introduces  her  China  friends  as 
follows :  — 

Peking,  May  10,  1883. 
My  dear  Secretary  :  I  send  herewith  a  letter  from  our 
society  here  in  Peking,  asking  to  be  received  as  a  society  auxiliary 
to  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Interior.  It  has  been  in 
existence  now  for  some  three  years,  but  at  first,  on  account  of 
my  limited  knowledge  of  the  language  and  the  utter  ignorance 


*  Since  writing  the  above,  Mrs.  Sheffield's  letter,  in  the  August  Life  and 
Light,  has  brought  new  testimony  to  this  fact. 
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of  the  girls  as  to  what  constitutes  a  society,  we  could  not  regularly 
organize.  But  Miss  Chapin  came  to  the  rescue  last  fall,  and 
drafted  a  constitution  for  us,  and  set  us  upon  our  feet,  so  that 
now  we  can  consider  ourselves  a  real  society.  Hannah's  report 
is  so  full  that  I  do  not  need  to  add  to  it  except  in  a  few  cases. 
The  passages  within  brackets  are  my  addition.  I  may  say  that  the 
report  is  Hannah's  own  production,  without  aid.  I  did  not  see  it 
till  it  was  done.  I  have  translated  as  literally  as  I  could  and 
retain  the  spirit,  so  there  are  some  places  where  it  is  a  little  free. 
For  the  address,  see  the  end.    We  reverse  everything  here. 

HANNAH'S  LETTER. 

We  wish  to  send  our  greetings  to  the  ladies  of  the  Board  in 
America.  [Literally,  We  want  to  make  our  courtesies  to  the  great 
society  in  America,  and  say,  "  How  do  you  do?  "J  Although  we 
have  never  seen  you  face  to  face,  or  spoken  with  you,  still  we  often 
think  of  you.  And  now  I  want  to  tell  you  something  in  connection 
with  our  school  here  in  Peking.  It  is  that  we  have  formed  a  little 
society  here  in  the  school.  We  not  only  want  you  to  know  of  our 
present  work,  but  something  of  our  former  history.  When  we 
first  formed  our  society  we  used  to  meet  together  every  Friday 
evening  in  Miss  Chapin' s  room,  to  sew  :  we  also  contributed 
money.  In  addition  to  this,  we  also  had  a  meeting  once  a  month 
for  telling  items  about  missions  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  Both 
of  these  meetings  were  attended  by  the  scholars  only,  not  by  any 
outside  women.  But  in  the  year  1882,  the  seventh  month  and  the 
sixth  day,  we  reorganized  our  little  society  [adopting  the  form  of 
constitution  laid  down  for  auxiliaries],  for  we  heard  that  that  is  the 
way  they  do  in  America.  And  besides,  there  were  many  who 
wanted  to  join  our  little  band,  and  help  us  in  our  work  for  mis- 
sions. When  we  heard  all  this  explained  it  filled  us  with  fresh 
zeal,  and  there  were  more  than  twenty  who  wished  to  join  such  a 
society.  And  so  now  we  want  to  join  the  Woman's  Board  as  an 
auxiliary,  and  want  to  tell  you  how  many  there  are  of  us.  We 
have  belonging  to  the  Society,  at  present,  both  pupils  of  the  school 
and  outside  women.  There  are  twenty-two  scholars  and  six 
women.  In  all,  there  are  twenty-eight  members,  who  contribute 
money  every  month.  The  amount  to  be  contributed  is  fixed  at 
one  hundred  cash  a  month.  [Less  than  a  cent.  They  have  only 
three  hundred  cash  of  spending-money  a  month,  and  out  of  this 
they  contribute  forty  every  Sunday;  so  you  can  see  that  this  mite 
is  much  to  them.]  In  addition  to  this  pledged  amount  we  add 
more  or  less,  as  we  please.  We  still,  as  before,  have  a  monthly 
concert,  to  talk  about  missions.  It  is  held  on  the  second  Friday  of 
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the  foreign  month,  at  half-past  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening.  It  is 
a  union  meeting  of  both  scholars  and  Christian  women,  and  is  held 
in  the  school-room.  That  same  evening  we  also  take  up  a  contri- 
bution. Last  year  we  not  only  established  our  society  on  a  firmer 
basis,  but  the  working  of  the  band  was  changed  for  the  better; 
that  is  to  say,  we  elected  three  officers  to  manage  our  affairs.  The 
first  directs  about  the  sewing,  the  second  is  the  treasurer,  and  the 
third  is  the  secretary.  There  are  in  all  eighteen  girls  who  meet 
together  to  sew.  We  are  making  little  fancy  articles,  which,  when 
they  are  finished,  will  be  sent  to  America,  to  be  sold,  and  the 
money  they  bring  will  be  given  to  the  Board,  to  aid  in  missionary 
work.  We  have  changed  our  time  of  meeting  to  sew.  Our  former 
day,  Friday,  was  not  convenient,  and  so  we  have  changed  our 
time  to  Saturday  evening.  We  use  the  money  that  is  contributed 
n  buying  materials  for  our  work. 

And  now  I  will  have  to  call  my  report  finished:  not  that  there 
are  not  other  items  and  facts  that  I  ought  to  tell  you,  but  that  I 
have  at  present  forgotten  them,  and  so  cannot  lay  them  all  before 
you. 

This  letter  is  written  by  the  girls'  school  at  Lamp  Market  Street, 
Peking,  to  the  ladies  of  the  Board. 

(Signed)  Hassah  Chia,  Secretary. 

Ya-Sa  So,  Directress. 

Cham-Xi  Li,  Treasurer. 

Yu  Lan  (Fragrant  Orchid). 

Au  Te  (Virtue  of  Peace). 

Ts'ux  Ko  (There  are  brothers  in  reserve). 

So  named  to  show  a  son  was  wished  for. 
Ch'ux  Yum  (Clouds  of  Springtime). 
Fu  Erh  (Blessing). 
Ch'in  Yueh  (Autumn  Moon). 
And  others. 


TURKEY. 

A  WORD  FROM  HAD  JIN". 

Mrs.  Coffing  writes:  "  Since  New  Year's,  the  presence  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  our  family  has  been  manifested  in  an  unusual  degree, 
and  there  have  been  many  conversions  among  the  women,  the 
young  men,  and  the  youths  in  the  school.  The  most  noted 
peculiarity  in  this  awakening  is  a  deep,  painful  sense  of  sin.  But 
we  cannot  speak  of  definite  results  as  yet,  only  that  we  have  strong 
hopes  that  all  the  girls  in  our  family,  and  quite  a  number  of  our 
day-scholars,  have  entered  upon  a  new  life. 


350 


LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 


STUDIES   IN   MISSIONARY  niSTORY. 

1883. 

WORK  OF  THE  AMERICxVN  BOARD,  1850-1860. 
The  Year  of  Jubilee. 
Only  the  most  important  topics  of  these  ten  years  are  suggested 
for  study,  that  we  may  leave  space  for  a  glance  at  the  results  of 
fifty  years. 

Livingstone's  Missionary  Explorations.  See  "Missionary  Travels 
and  Researches  in  South  Africa." 

India.  Law  of  equal  rights  for  Christians.  Establishment  of 
the  Arcot  Mission.  Mutiny  of  1857.  When  were  railroads  and 
telegraphs  introduced  ? 

Turkey.  When  did  religious  toleration  become  the  law  of  the 
Turkish  Empire  ? 

Syria.    Massacre  of  1860.    Did  the  Protestants  suffer? 

Persia.  When  was  toleration  granted  to  Protestants  ?  Where 
was  the  new  Station  at  Gawar  located  ?    Revival,  1850. 

China.  What  new  treaties  were  obtained  in  1859?  To  what 
denomination  was  the  Amoy  Mission  transferred  in  1858? 

Japan.    What  treaty  opened  Japan  to  foreigners  ? 

Yisit  of  the  deputation  to  India,  1854-55. 

Describe  Jubilee  Meeting. 

What  were  the  receipts  of  the  Jubilee  Year  as  compared  with 
the  first? 

Compare  the  openings  for  missions  in  1810  with  those  of  1860. 

Principal  political  events  of  these  fifty  years  which  opened  the 
world  to  missions. 

What  other  great  missionary  boards  had  grown  out  of,  or 
branched  from,  the  American  Board  ? 

How  many  missions  under  the  care  of  the  Board  in  1860  ?  Where 
located  ?    How  many  missionaries  ? 

Sum  up  results  in  Africa;  India  and  Ceylon;  China;  Turkish 
Empire  and  Persia;  Sandwich  Islands;  the  American  Indians. 

Whole  number  of  churches  in  1860  ?  Number  of  church-mem- 
bers ? 

How  many  members  were  received  from  the  first? 

How  many  languages  had  been  reduced  to  writing? 

Into  how  many  languages  had  the  Scriptures  been  translated  ? 

Helps.  — Files  of  the  Missionary  Herald  ;  "  Reports  of  the  Amer- 
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ican  Board  "  from  1S50  to  1S60,  especially  the  last.  The  "  Memorial 
Volume"  of  the  half  century,  published  by  the  American  Board, 
is  a  rich  fund  of  intensely  interesting  matter. 


"  SOMEBODY  IS  SHIRKING." 

Under  the  above  heading  a  recent  writer  in  the  Congregation* 
alist  notes  the  anxiety  with  which  our  benevolent  societies  are 
wrestling  with  the  problem  how  to  secure  the  means  which  seem 
absolutely  essential  to  the  prosecution  of  our  work,  and  adds  : 
"  Especially  their  executive  boards,  who  read  daily  the  calls  for 
help  from  the  front,  and  feel  the  constant  pressure  of  the  burden. 
'Whence  is  the  money  to  be  obtained?'  is  the  repeated  question." 
He  then  gives  the  record  of  a  church  with  which  he  is  well  ac- 
quainted—  one  with  no  wealthy  members,  but  with  a  great  many 
servants,  mechanics,  and  persons  of  meager  incomes.  The  con- 
tributions of  this  church  for  the  support  of  the  gospel  at  home  and 
abroad  amount,  he  tells  us,  to  eight  and  one-quarter  per  cent  on 
their  total  incomes.  And  reasoning  from  this,  which  he  considers 
an  average  church,  he  estimates  that  the  388,000  church-members 
in  our  denomination  could  easily  contribute  the  same  proportion 
of  their  incomes,  which  would  amount  to  $15,000,000  instead  of  the 
$5,000,000  which,  he  tells  us,  is  a  large  estimate  of  the  amount 
actually  raised.  Eight  and  one-quarter  per  cent  of  his  income  does 
not  seem  a  large  sum  to  expect  from  a  Christian  for  his  total  con- 
tribution toward  the  support  of  the  gospel.  Somebody  is  shirking 
if  that  average  cannot  be  secured  for  all  our  Christian  work  at 
home  and  abroad.  Can  it  be  any  one  in  the  Interior?  We 
have  in  our  Congregational  churches  about  three-tenths  of  the 
total  number,  388,000.  Then  we  ought  to  raise  $4,500,000  of  the 
$15,000,000.  The  proportion  of  all  the  money  raised  by  the  churches 
which  falls  to  the  American  Board  is  about  one-fifteenth.  At  that 
rate  we  ought,  in  the  Interior,  to  raise  for  the  American  Board 
one-fifteenth  of  $4,500,000,  or  $300,000.  And  the  proportion  of  this 
which  should  be  raised  by  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  of 
the  Interior,  is  nearer  to  $100,000  than  to  $40,000. 

Again :  taking  our  old,  pitiably  low  standard  of  one  dollar  a 
member,  the  70,000  women  of  the  Interior  should  contribute 
$70,000.  And  while  we  have  never  raised  half  that  amount, 
we  are  constrained  to  conclude  that  even  here  there  is  some  shirk- 
ing. Much  of  this  comes  from  ignorance.  If  the  women  of  our 
churches  knew  the  great  need  of  other  women,  they  would  give 
more  generously.  And  how  can  we  reach  and  inform  these 
women  ?     You  who  read  the  Life  and  Light,  are  neither  shirk- 
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ers  nor  ignorant;  but  you  are  responsible  for  many  who  are. 
And  hardly  two  months  remain  to  you  before  our  annual  meeting 
in  which  to  discharge  this  responsibility.  Do  not  let  a  day  go  by 
without  seeking  out  some  one  whom  you  may  influence  to  do  her 
duty  in  this  matter.  For  your  help  in  this  effort  we  give  you  part 
of  Mrs.  Coffing's  last  letter.  Her  words  must  open  the  eyes  of  any 
who  are  not  willfully  blind,  and  appeal  to  hearts  already  tender  to 
give  even  more.  Mrs.  Coffing  describes  her  last  September's  tour 
through  the  villages  of  Koomlu,  Shar,  Yerebakan,  Baghchejuk, 
and  Gurumzee,  and  adds:  — 

"The  pleading  for  teachers  in  all  these  places  was  pitiable, 
and  to  us,  who  had  not  the  least  power  to  help  them,  painful  and 
saddening  to  the  last  degree.  If  no  way  can  be  found  to  help  such 
places,  we  beg  to  be  excused  from  visiting  them.  Why  the  cry  of 
starving  souls  does  not  reach  and  affect  the  innermost  recesses  of 
Christian  hearts,  so  as  to  produce  self-denial  to  the  extent  neces- 
sary to  meet  all  such  legitimate  calls,  is  one  of  the  mysteries  we 
cannot  understand.  4  If  you  cannot  give  us  teachers  here,'  said 
the  parents,  'we  will  send  our  girls  to  Hadjin,  and  you  must  teach 
them  there.'  The  girls  said,  '  You  must  take  us  to  Hadjin.'  '  I 
will  follow  after  you  and  go ;  I  will  not  be  left,'  said  one.  Knowing 
our  limited  means,  we  dared  not  encourage  them.  Seeing  their 
intense  desire,  we  did  not  dare  say  positively, '  You  must  not  come ;' 
but  we  did  refuse  to  bear  any  expense  to  get  them  to  this  school. 
We  were  sure  that  many  of  them  could  not  find  means  to  pay 
even  for  a  donkey  to  carry  them  there.  But  this  did  not  keep 
them  from  coming.  Twelve  girls,  walking  barefoot  all  the  way 
from  their  respective  villages,  a  distance  of  twenty-four,  thirty- 
three,  thirty-six,  and  two  of  them  over  forty  miles,  came  to  us 
within  the  two  first  weeks  of  the  school,  which  opened  October  23d. 
What  was  to  be  done?  What  would  you  have  done?  What  did 
we  do  ?  We  said,  '  We  will  take  them  in,  and  keep  them  as  many 
months  as  our  funds  will  hold  out,  and  then  dismiss  the  whole ;' 
saying  to  the  older  and  more  advanced  girls,  1  You  must 
show  your  love  to  the  cause  by  teaching  in  these  villages . 
the  rest  of  the  term.'  And  the  steward,  matron,  and  all  of 
us  have  striven  to  make  the  means  in  our  hands  go  as  far  as 
possible.  And  it  has  seemed  to  us  that  the  miracle  of  the  widow's 
oil  and  handful  of  meal  has  been  renewed.  Our  appropriation 
was  for  twenty-five  scholars,  and  we  have  had  an  average  of 
thirty-five.  Of  these,  three  have  paid  the  full  cost  of  their 
board,  two  have  paid  a  pound  and  a  quarter  each,  and  one 
has  paid  a  half  pound.  About  twenty-four  have  succeeded  in 
getting  from  home,  clothing  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  go  on  in 
school,  though  really  they  often  suffered  from  cold,  being  insuffi- 
ciently clad  for  these  rigorous  winters.  Of  the  remainder,  four 
have  received  from  us  at  least  half  their  clothes,  and  seven  are  so 
poor  that  absolutely  nothing  could .  be  obtained  from  their 
parents.*  But  among  these  last  are  some  of  the  brightest  girls 
ever  seen  in  the  country." 


*  The  clothes  never  come  out  of  the  school  appropriations,  the  teachers 
being  personally  responsible  for  everything  of  this  kind  given  to  them. 
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We  lay  the  charge  upon  our  readers  to  see  that  this  appeal  is 
sounded  in  the  ears  of  all  those  who  think  that  more  money  is 
asked  for  missionary  purposes  than  there  is  any  need  of,  or  that 
the  heathen  would  be  better  off  if  we  would  let  them  alone.  We 
charge  you  to  seek  out  those  who  are  ignorant,  or  are  disposed  to 
evade  their  duty,  and  be  faithful  to  them.  Take  the  Life  and 
Light  into  your  missionary  prayer-meeting  and  read  these  words 
of  Mrs.  Coffing's,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  may  have  overlooked 
them.  And  do  not  confine  your  efforts  to  your  own  church.  If 
there  is  another  in  your  neighborhood  that  is  not  enrolled  in  out- 
ranks, ask  their  pastor  to  call  the  women  of  his  church  together, 
that  you  may  read  this  appeal  to  them.  If  you  cannot  do  this, 
you  can  at  least  reach  the  ear  of  one  or  two  in  that  church  by 
whose  help  the  truth  may  reach  others.  We  must  be  aggressive 
in  our  work.  It  rests  with  you  who  are  enlightened,  to  see  to  it 
that  not  one  heedless  member  in  all  our  churches  is  left  ignorant 
of  the  great  needs  of  this  work,  or  of  her  own  duty  in  regard  to  it. 
That  done,  you  will  not  be  responsible  if  there  are  still  some 
shirkers. 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions 
of  the  Interior  earnestly  request  that  our  treasury  may  be  the 
subject  of  discussion  in  all  our  auxiliary  meetings  in  September. 
The  annual  meeting  is  just  at  hand,  and  one  forethought  is  better 
than  twenty  afterthoughts.  If  every  auxiliary  has  contributed 
half  as  much  again  as  last  year,  the  $40,000  so  much  needed  is 
raised.  But  if  your  auxiliary  has  done  this,  you  are  not  sure  of  any 
but  your  own;  therefore,  begin  now  to  "gather  up  the  frag- 
ments, that  nothing  be  lost."  Can  you  all  give  satisfactory 
answers  to  the  following  questions  ?  If  not,  you  have  two  months 
left  for  amendment:  — 

1.  Has  every  lady  in  your  congregation  been  asked  to  contribute 
to  foreign  missions? 

2.  Has  every  pledge  to  foreign  missions  given  to  you  been 
secured  ? 

3.  Will  you  see  that  every  cent  pledged  reaches  your  State 
treasurer  by  October  8th,  that  she  may  have  time  to  forward  it  to 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Leake  before  October  15th,  the  date  when  our  financial 
year  closes  ? 

4.  Once  more:  will  you  see  that  no  money  is  left  lying  in  your 
treasury  because  waiting  to  be  appropriated  to  some  specific  work. 
If  devoted  to  foreign  missions,  will  you  not  send  it  to  help 
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fulfill  our  pledges  for  the  year,  and  give  with  it  your  prayers  for 
the  whole  world  for  which  Christ  died. 

How  many  times  have  we  been  stirred  to  action  by  the  words, 
"  Bring  ye  all  the  tithes  into  the  storehouse,  and  prove  me  now 
herewith,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  if  I  will  not  .  .  .  pour  you  out 
a  blessing."  But  the  experience  of  this  year  has  reversed  these 
sacred  words.  The  Lord  has  poured  us  out  a  blessing  to  prove,  us 
therewith.  Let  us  then  add  to  our  tithes  and  pledges  special  thank- 
offerings,  that  shall  testify  our  gratitude  for  such  unmerited  favor. 
How  many  such  offerings  of  thanksgiving  shall  our  Treasurer 
report  at  our  approaching  annual  meeting? 


How  needless  are  any  words  of  ours  when  the  Holy  Spirit 
speaks !  Moved  by  the  tidings  of  revivals  in  Adana,  Samokov,  and 
Hadjin,  Turkey,  in  the  Bridgman  School,  Peking,  and  in  various 
places  in  Japan,  the  Executive  Committee  appointed  a  meeting 
for  praise  and  thank-offering  at  75  Madison  Street,  Friday,  Aug. 
10th.  It  seemed  an  unfavorable  time,  in  the  heat  of  Summer,  to 
expect  a  large  gathering,  but  seventy-five  were  present,  and 
others  were  heard  from.  Over  $300  were  contributed  in  free-will 
offerings.  Each  gift  was  inclosed  in  an  envelope  with  a  Scripture 
text,  or  other  expression  of  the  writers  feeling,  and  the  reading  of 
these  was  a  very  sweet  and  solemn  part  of  our  service.  And  now 
we  earnestly  request  that  the  September  meeting  of  each  of  our 
auxiliaries  may  be  made  a  meeting  for  praise  and  thank-offering 
that  others  may  share  with  us  in  this  joyful  sacrifice  of  thanks- 
giving. 


The  fifteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Mis- 
sions of  the  Interior  will  be  held  in  the  Grand  Avenue  Church, 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  October  24th  and  25th.  Every  auxiliary  from 
Ohio  to  the  Rocky  Mountains  is  requested  to  send  a  duly  accredited 
delegate,  or  more  than  one  if  entitled  to  do  so  by  Article  VIII. 
of  the  Constitution.  It  is  expected  that  the  work  of  auxiliaries  in 
their  local  churches  will  be  made  prominent  in  the  discussions 
of  this  meeting.  Several  missionaries  will  be  present,  to  add  in- 
terest to  it. 

Delegates  will  please  send  their  names  before  October  1st,  to 
Mrs.  Streckewald,  1610  Grand  Avenue.  Due  notice  as  to  railroad 
fares  will  be  given  in  the  Advance. 
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RECEIPTS  OF  THE  WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS 
OF  THE  INTERIOR. 
Mrs.  J.  B.  LEAKE,  Treasurer. 
From  June  18  to  July  18, 1883. 


OHIO. 

Ohio  Branch.— Mrs.  Geo.  H. 
Ely,  of  Elyria,  Treas.  Brown- 
helm,  for  Miss  Maltbie,  6.67; 
Cincinnati,  7th  St.  Ch.,  50; 
Cleveland,  Euclid  Ave.,  for 
Hadjin  Sch.,  18.75;  Cleveland 
Heights,  for  Miss  Maltbie, 
20.50;  Mission  Band,  for 
Morning  Star,  37.50;  Little 
Helpers,  for  same,  1.25;  Ely- 
ria, Aux.,  of  wh.  48.83  for 
Miss  Maltbie,  and  25  to  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Rev.  E.  E.  Wil- 
liams, 73.83;  Little  Helpers, 
for  Kioto  Home,  10;  Paines- 
ville,  Lake  Erie  Seminary, 
for  The  Bridge,  50;  Loraine, 
for  Miss  Maltbie,  4.12;  Lyme, 
Y.  P  M.  C,  for  Micronesia, 
18 ;  Medina,  10;  Oberlin,  Aux., 
for  Miss  Newton,  74;  Mrs. 
Mead's  Bible  CI.,  3;  Pisgah, 
6.35;  Saybrook,  8;  Spring- 
field, of  wh.  20  for  Harpoot 
Bible-reader,  3.50  for  Mah- 
ratta  Bible-reader,  23.50; 
Steuben,  10.   Branch  total,  $425  47 

1'aiiicsville,  collected  by  Miss 
Anna  Hine,  for  a  pupil  in 
Hadjin  Home,40;  Cincinnati, 
Julia  W.  Carpenter,  M.D., 
for  pupil  in  Miss  Hastings' 
Sch.,  Ceylon,  25,  65  00 

Total,  $490  47 

INDIANA. 

Michigan  City,  $5  60 

Total,  §5  60 

MICHIGAN. 

Michigan  Branch.— Mrs. Geo. 
H.  Lathrop,  of  Jackson,  t 
Treas.  Alpena,  for  Kalgan 
Sch.,  25 ;  Ann  Arbor,  for  Kobe 
Home,  24.60;  A  Friend,  50; 
Bridgeport,  for  Kalgan  Sch., 
3.83  of  wh.  is  from  col.  at 
Monthly  Concert,  5;  Detroit, 
1st  Ch.,  for  Mrs.  Coffing,94; 
Y.  L.  M.  C,  for  Monastir, 
84.50;  Sunbeam  Band  and 
Op.  Club,  for  Mrs.  Coffing, 
50;  Grass  Lake,  for  Kobe 
Home,  15.95  -.Crass  Lake,  S.S., 
for  Kobe  Home,  3;  Grand 
Rapids,  for  Monastir,  40; 
Jackson,  for  Miss  Hollister, 
100;  Manistee,  25;  Port  Hu- 


ron, for  Miss  Pinkerton,  20; 
Stanton,  for  teacher  at  Din- 
digul,  30;  So.  Haven,  S.  S. 
Mission  Bank  for  Bridgman 
Sch.,  7.41;  Three  Oaks,  Y.  L. 
M.  C,  for  Bridge,  4.25;  Ver- 
montville,  for  Miss  Spencer, 
13.21.    Branch  total,  $591  92 

Cooper,  Y.  L.  Soc,  for  Bridge,     12  00 

Total,         §603  92 

ILLINOIS. 

Illinois  Branch.  —  Mrs.  W. 
A.  Talcott,  of  Rockford, 
Treas.  Ashkum,  2.65;  Chi- 
cago, Lincoln  Park  Ch.,  60; 
1st  Ch.,  Aux.,  for  Miss  Pat- 
rick, 100;  Mission  Band,  for 
Morning  Star,  50;  Union 
Park  Ch.,  for  Miss  Haven, 
112.50;  Chenoa,  4.10;  Elgin, 
14.50;  Geneseo,  Zenana  Soc, 
for  The  Bridge,  25;  Moline, 
PansyBand,33.13 ;  NapervUle, 
for  Miss  Dudlev,  6.63;  Oak 
Park,  for  Miss  Hale,  46.40; 
Payson,  31 ;  Port  Byron,  7 ; 
Rockford,  2d  Ch.,  for  Miss 
Diament,  25  of  wh.,  fr.  her 
friends,  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
F.  P.  Woodbury,  47.25;  Sand- 
wich, King's  Daughters,  for 
library  for  Sch.  at  Kobe,  40; 
Seward,  11;  Wauponsie 
Grove,  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
A.  K.  Fox,  25;  Winnetka,  for 
Miss  Porter,  20.60.  Branch 
total,  $636  76 

Adams,  S.  S.,  1.10;  Chicago, 
for  the  baby,  1 ;  Garfield  Park 
Chapel,  Mrs.  V.  B.  Andrews, 
for  Erzroom  Sch.,  2;  New 
Eng.  Ch.,  for  Miss  Chapin, 
72;  South  Ch.,  22.40;  Taber- 
nacle Ch.,  Mothers'  Meeting, 
1.90;  Western  Ave.  Aux.,  10; 
Y.  L.  Soc,  for  Bridge,  5.71; 
Plvmouth  Ch  ,  Y.  P.  Soc,  for 
Miss  Barnes,  58,  174  1 1 

Total,         $810  87 


WISCONSIN. 

Wisconsin  Branch.  —  Mrs.  R. 
Coburn,  of  Whitewater ,Treas. 
Arena,  Aux.,  4.27;  Willing 
Workers,  for  Bridge,  2.05; 
Y.  L.  Soc,  for  Bridge,  3.76; 
Bloomington,  10;  Delavan, 
68.51 ;  La  Crosse,  for  Miss 
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Evans,  Milwaukee,  Grand 
Ave.  Ch.,  Y.  L.  Soc,  30;  Mis- 
sion Band,  for  Morning  Star, 
25;  PittsvUle,  10;  Platteville, 
Aux.,  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  E. 
L.  Bevan,  29;  Mrs.  M.  P. 
Rindbaub,  birthday  gift,  3; 
S.  S.,  for  Morning  Star,  7.40; 
Racine,  Pansy  Soc,  of  eight 
members,  5;  Rewey,  Mrs.  S. 
A.  Fitch,  birthday  gift,  1; 
Ripon,  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
E.  Chandler,  25;  Rochester, 
Y.  L.  Soc,  for  Bridge,  5;  Vir- 
oqua,  Woman's  Home  Miss'y 
Soc,  15;  Waukeska,  21.16; 
Whitewater,  for  Miss  Taylor, 
12.  Less  expenses,  6.74. 
Branch  total,  $330  41 

Fox  Lake,  Seminary,  Beacon 
Light,  for  Bridge,  6;  Mt. 
Sterling,  Gay's  Mill  S.  S. ,  2.20,    8  20 

Total,  $338  61 

IOWA. 

Iowa  Branch.  —  Mrs.  E.  R. 
Potter,  of  Grinnell,  Treas. 
Ames,  for  Bridgman  Sch., 
13.45;  Des  Moines,  Plymouth 
Ch.,  Aux.,  for  Miss  Hillis,  25; 
Durant,  for  Miss  Day,  7.50; 
Eldon,  10;  Eldora,  Infant  CI., 
for  Sophia,  in  Harpoot  Sch., 
2.50;  Fairfax,  for  Bridgman 
Sch.,  8;  Genoa  Bluffs,  for 
Miss  Hillis,  4.35;  Grinnell, 
Aux.,  for  Miss  Hillis,  40.20; 
H.  W.  M.,  5;  Iowa  College 
Mis.  Soc,  for  Bridge  work 
at  Ponape,  and  to  const.  L. 
M's  Miss  Sarah  Louise  Smith, 
of  Monticello,  and  Miss  Eliz- 
abeth LeBaron  Little.of  Lew- 
is, 50.41 ;  Iowa  City,  for  Miss 
Day,  6;  Spencer,  for  Sch.  at 
Anazarlee,  20.  Branch  total,  $192  41 

Keosauqua,  S.  S.,  1;  Tyrone, 
collected  by  Mrs.  Mary  A. 
Payne,  5.50,  6  50 

Total,  $198  91 

MINNESOTA. 

Minnesota  Branch.— Mrs.  E. 
M.  Williams,  of  Northfield, 
Acting  Treas.  Austin,  for 
MissBarrows,20;  Clearwater, 
9.53;  Hamilton,  for  Miss  E. 
M.  Brown,  6;  Mantorville,  5; 
Minneapolis,  1st  Ch.,  Aux., 
for  Miss  Barrows,  25;  Earnest 
Workers,  for  Had j in  Home, 
30;  Plymouth  Ch.,  of  wh.  75 
for  Miss  Barrows,  150;  North- 
field,  8.60,  Cona'l  S.  S.,  53.25, 
Carleton  College,  Aux.,  108.17, 
allfor  Miss  Brown ;  Owatonna, 
-for  Miss  Cathcart,  15;  St. 


Charles,  for  Miss  Cathcart,  2 ; 
St.  Cloud,oi  wh.  6.56  fr.  S.  S., 
for  Morning  Star,  16.56;  St.  < 
Paul,  Pacific  Ch.  S.  S.,  for 
Morning  Star,  5 ;  Waseca,  for 
Miss  Cathcart,  14.66.  Total,  $468  77 
Friends,for  Miss  Collins'  helper 
transferred  to  A.  M.  A.,  5  00 

Total,  $473  77 

MISSOURI. 

Missouri  Branch.— Mrs.  J.  H. 
Drew,  3101  Washington  Ave., 
St.  Louis,  Treas.  Bevier,  3; 
Hannibal,  5 ;  Meadville,  9.80 ; 
Neosho,  16.17;  St.  Louis,  Pil- 
grim Ch., Young  Ladies'  Soc, 

,  50;  Pilgrim  Workers,  3.55; 
Sedalia,  8.00.   Branch  total,  $95  52 

St.  Louis,  Hyde  Park  Gleaners,     2  40 

Total,  $97  92 

DAKOTA. 

Deadxvood,  19;  Yankton,  Will- 
ing Hearts,  proceeds  of  mite- 
boxes,  32.90,  half  proceeds 
of  fair,  51.67,  103  57 

Cooperstown,  Mrs.  R.  C.  Cooper, 
5;  Odhe.  Miss  Irvine,  for 
Marash,  2;  Vermillion,  S.  S., 
Easter  offering,  6.50;  Tank- 
ton,  Y.  L.  Soc,  for  the 
Bridge,  25 ;  total,  $38.50. 

Omission. —  The  above  contri- 
butions should  have  been  ac- 
knowledged in  the  June  Life 
and  Light,  and  was  included 
in  the  total  amount. 

Total,  $103  57 


COLORADO. 

South  Pueblo,  for  Miss  Brooks,  $16  00  ' 
Total,  $16  00 

CONNECTICUT. 

Farmington,  A  Friend,  for 
Bridgman  Sch.,  5;  Thomas- 

1  ton,  Y.  L.  M.  Circle,  for  mis- 
sion work  at  Hadjin,  15.28,     $20  28 

Total,  $20  28 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Sale  of  leaflets,  etc.,  $10  28 

Total,  $10  28 

Total  for  the  month,  $3,170  20 

Previously  acknowledged,  22,205  02 


Total  since  Oct.  22,  1882,        $25,375  22 


President. 

MISS  LUCY  M.  FAY. 

Vice-Presidents. 


MRS.  T.  K.  NOBLE. 
UKS.  W.  I  JAMS. 


MRS.  J.  M.  PARKER. 
MBS.  S.  K.  HKNSHAW. 


MRS.  W.  C.  POND. 


Home  Secretaries. 


MBS.  K.  A.  WARREN". 


MBS.  C  M.  FOX. 


Foreign  Secretary. 

MRS.  H.  K.  JEWETT. 

Treasurer. 

MRS.  R.  B.  COLE. 


Recording  Secretary. 

MRS.  S.  S.  SMITH. 

Auditor. 

E.  P.  FLINT,  Esq. 


THE  JUNE  MEETING. 


June  6,  1883. 


Dear  Friends,  —  This  is  the  bay  —  the  ever  cool,  delightful 
bay ;  but  it  was  86°  at  midnight  last  night,  and  96°  at  breakfast 
this  morning,  and  I'm  sure  it  will  be  100°  this  afternoon.  But 
the  Woman's  Board  meets  in  San  Francisco  to-day,  and  Miss 
Starkweather  is  going  to  be  there,  and  I  have  always  wanted  to 
see  her  so  much,  on  account  of  her  beautiful  photograph  and 
good  letters ;  and  then  there  are  one  or  two  other  reasons  why  I 

want  to  go.    Mrs.  R  ,  with  whom  I  am  staying,  said  to  me  this 

morning,  "You  will  understand,  perhaps,  a  little  of  what  the 
missionaries  have  to  undergo."  The  President  and  the  Record- 
ing and  Foreign  Secretaries  are  away;  I  suppose  nobody  will 
be  there. 

Evening.    "Well,  we  went,  Kate  R        and  L    It  was  terribly 

hard  to  walk  down  to  the  depot  in  the  hot,  hot  sun.  The  cars 
and  boat  were  pretty  warm,  too;  but  down  in  the  basement  of 
the  First  Congregational  Church  it  was  delightfully  cool.  I  was 
surprised  to  find  how  many  ladies  had  come  out  —  over  forty. 
Doesn't  that  speak  well  for  missionary  zeal  ? 

Miss  Starkweather  wasn't  there:  so,  while  Mrs.  Pond  went  for 
her,  we  went  on  with  the  preliminary  exercises.  Mrs.  Noble  pre- 
sided, and  said  that  we  ought  to  feel  very  thankful,  for  we  were 
to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  face  and  hearing  the  voice  of 
one  whom  we  loved.  A  young  lady  then  read  the  one  hundred 
and  forty-fifth  Psalm, —  David's  Psalm  of  praise, —  and  we  felt,  as 
we  often  have  occasion  to  feel,  "  The  Lord  is  good  to  all.  He  will 
fulfill  the  desire  of  them  that  fear  him;  he  will  hear  their  cry,  and 
will  save  them."  Mrs.  Tenney  then  led  in  prayer;  and  the  reports 
of  the  Secretary  and  of  the  Treasurer  were  read  and  accepted. 
Dear  me !  the  quantity  of  money  that  needs  to  be  raised  by  Sep- 
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tember!  I  don't  remember  the  figures  exactly,  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  pledges  of  the  Board  amount  to— well,  over  two  thousand, 
and  only  about  nine  hundred  and  something  had  been  received. 
Plenty  of  gathering  in  the  tithes  to  be  done  for  the  Master  this 
summer!  I  was  real  glad  that  Miss  Starkweather  wasn't  there,  to 
see  what  eleventh-hour  workers  we  are;  though,  of  course,  more 
money  comes  in  these  last  months  than  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

A  very  interesting  letter  was  then  read  from  our  new  mission- 
ary, Mrs.  H.  D.  Goodenough,  of  Natal,  South  Africa. 

Miss  Starkweather  still  did  not  come,  so  we  sang  two  or  three 
hymns;  then  Mrs.  Noble  asked  Mrs.  Armstrong  to  tell  us  some- 
thing of  her  experience  while  we  waited.  Mrs.  Armstrong  said 
she  hardly  knew  where  to  begin,  for  as  the  letter  just  read  had 
been  about  domestic  experience,  she  would  relate  a  little  of  her 
domestic  experience  in  the  Marquesas  Islands.  The  cook-house 
there  was  the  shade  of  a  great  bread-fruit  tree.  The  taro  does 
not  grow  there,  so  nature  has  provided  the  fruit  of  this  tree  as  a 
staff  of  life.  The  fruit  is  golden  and  large,  —  as  large  as  the  head 
of  a  small  child,  —  and  when  cooked  and  broken  open,  resembles 
light  sponge-cake,  and  tastes  very  good;  more  delicious,  Mrs. 
Armstrong  said,  than  anything  she  had  tasted  since  leaving  the 
islands.  This  tree  was  also  the  church.  The  naked  congregation 
squatted  around  on  the  ground,  or  on  stones,  listening  to  the 
preacher.  If  he  said  anything  they  didn't  like,  they  felt  perfectly 
free  to  tell  him  so  —  in  no  smooth-sounding  phrases,  either.  In- 
deed, the  manners  of  these  natives  were  very  free  and  independent, 
—  much  less  gentle  than  those  of  the  Sandwich  Islanders. 

But  now  Miss  Starkweather  came  in,  and  the  ladies  all  rose 
while  she  passed  to  her  seat.  Mrs.  Noble  greeted  her,  and  asked 
her  to  speak,  if  she  felt  able. 

She  looked  older  than  the  picture,  and  thin  and  tired ;  but  her 
smile  was  bright,  and  her  face  cheerful.  I  was  reminded  of  Paul's 
"  I  count  it  all  joy,"  and  of  a  few  words  I  read  in  a  good  little 
book  this  morning,  "Better  and  sweeter  than  health,  or  friends, 
or  money,  or  fame,  or  ease,  or  prosperity,  is  the  aaorable  will  of 
our  God,"  for  it  was  all  written  on  her  face  and  manner.  She 
told  us  how  pleasant  it  was  for  her  to  see  us  all,  and  thanked  us 
for  our  prayers  for  her,  and  the  great  cause  for  which  she  worked. 
Have  you  ever  noticed,  and  wondered  a  little,  how  much  foreign 
missionaries  lean  on  the  prayers  of  the  home  friends  ?  So,  often, 
these  prayers  seem  to  be  perfunctory,  and  not  real  beseeching, 
from  a  heart  of  love.  I  always  feel  like  hiding  my  head  when  I 
hear  of  blessings,  because  I  say  to  myself,  "  You  need  not  take 
any  of  that  to  yourself ;  it's  not  your  prayer  that  has  accomplished 
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this  wonderful  work.  It  is  the  blessed  God  alone,  who  must  get 
all  the  glory." 

The  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  seems  brooding  in  a  felt  degree 
at  the  present  time  in  Japan.  Much  effort  of  many  years  has 
seemed  to  arouse  only  an  intellectual  interest,  but  now  there 
seems  to  be  more  of  a  revival  spirit  manifest:  hearts  are  touched. 
Miss  Starkweather  then  said  she  would  be  glad  to  answer  ques- 
tions, and  a  number  were  asked.  They  were,  however,  of  such  a 
general  nature  that  I  find  it  hard  to  remember  them,  but  will  give 
you  a  few  items. 

"We  learned  that  the  Japanese  are  fond  of  their  children,  and 
that  this  fondness  is  returned  in  considerable  measure.  A  Japa- 
nese girl  is  betrothed  at  a  very  early  age,  and  after  her  marriage 
goes  almost  always  to  her  husband's  home,  among  his  relatives, 
and  comes  under  the  rule  of  her  mother-in-law,  whose  govern- 
ment is  not  always  agreeable,  often  causing  much  domestic  misery. 
The  young  brides  soon  lose  their  bloom,  and  become  mere  drudges; 
their  work  is  to  cook  and  sew. 

A  young  man  often  has  a  very  large  family  to  provide  for  even 
when  he  is  not  married;  for,  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  he  is  obliged 
to  care -for  quite  a  large  circle  of  relatives  if  his  father  is  dead. 

Miss  Starkweather  told  us,  also,  how  great  a  sale  the  Bible  has, 
—  that  is,  how  it  is  being  scattered  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land.  The  man  who  has  invented  the  jinriksha  has 
invented  a  little  wagon  for  carrying  the  Bibles  into  the  interior, 
where  they  find  a  ready  sale. 

After  this  we  had  the  enjoyment  of  looking  at  some  articles 
from  Japan  —  a  little  woven  shirt  striped  in  purple  and  yellow,  or 
red,  made  in  imitation  of  our  woven  shirts.  A  little  child  with 
one  of  these  buttoned  only  at  the  top  button,  feels  quite  sufficiently 
dressed,  although  nakedness  is  not  so  prevalent  as  formerly,  at 
least  in  the  cities.  "We  saw,  also,  the  woven  yoke  which  the  men 
and  women  wear  on  their  chest,  When  pulling  heavy  burdens,  and 
a  little  model  of  the  car  drawn  by  the  sacred  ox,  in  which  the 
mikado  used  to  ride  on  great  occasions.  This  is  a  relic  of  the 
past,  as  he  now  rides  in  a  cab. 

I  think,  however,  that  we  were  most  interested  in  the  beautiful 
photographs  of  Japanese  scenery  and  modes  of  life,  they  were  so 
beautifully  executed  —  at  least  those  down  in  Yokohama  and  Tokio. 
We  could  only  look  at  them  hastily,  but  wished  we  could  take 
them  home  and  look  at  them  carefully,  as  they  deserved.  Japan 
must  be  a  beautiful  and  exceedingly  interesting  country.  God's 
blessing  rest  upon  those  who  make  it  their  life  work  to  have  it 
God's  country. 
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LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 


It  was  getting  so  late  that  the  meeting  had  to  be  closed.  We 
had  a  short  prayer,  and  sung  the  doxology,  and  came  away. 

A  fresh  breeze  was  springing  up  from  the  western  sea ;  or  was 
it  a  breeze  of  refreshing  from  our  dear  western  neighbor,  Japan  ? 
Anyway,  Kate  and  I  were  ever  so  glad  we  went,  and  wished  we 
could  go  always.  I  wished,  too,  that  all  the  dear  auxiliaries 
could  have  seen  the  face  and  heard  the  words  of  our  missionary; 
then  we  would  all  of  us  have  felt  that  our  "  labor  is  not  in  vain  in 
the  Lord."  Perhaps,  too,  we  would  pray  more  earnestly  and 
work  harder  for  that  two  thousand  dollars.  That  is  our  part  of 
the  great  and  blessed  work;  a  humble  part,  but  it's  like  that  pin 
on  which  a  lady's  whole  toilet  depends  —  a  fairly  honorable  part, 
I  hold  it.  C.  Y. 


A  LETTER  FROM  ONE  OF  MRS.  STARKWEATHER'S 
PUPILS. 

Kioto,  Japan,  March  14. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Jewett,  —  I  often  hear  from  my  teacher  about 
you,  and  now,  as  I  write,  I  hope  you  and  your  family  are  quite 
well.  When  Christ  will  come  to  judgment,  I  hope  to  see  you. 
How  glad  I  shall  be  to  meet  you  in  heaven! 

I  am  learning  in  this  school  every  day.  I  am  thankful  to  you, 
because  Christianity  has  spread  to  my  country  by  your  and  other 
Christians'  work. 

Japan,  in  ancient  times,  being  closed  against  foreign  communi- 
cation, did  not  advance  to  a  high  state  of  civilization  and  develop- 
ment. To-day,  since  your  country  has  sent  a  great  many  teachers 
to  us,  our  people  have  progressed.  Now  in  our  country  there  are 
established  Christian  girls'  schools,  boys'  schools,  and  theological 
schools;  and  Christian  churches  are  many.  I  am  living  here  in 
the  Doshisha  Christian  Girls'  School,  and  am  hearing  about  salva- 
tion and  the  wondrous  love  of  God,  every  morning  and  every  night, 
especially. 

In  ancient  times  my  country's  people  were  dark,  or  unchris- 
tian; but  now  they  have  begun  to  see  the  light  of  "the  Sun  of 
righteousness. "  I  am  glad  that  I  can  see  that  bright  Sun,  and  feel 
the  love  of  God  in  my  heart.  The  poor  people  who  cannot  yet  see 
this  light,  and  understand  the  true  God,  are  very  many  in  my 
country. 

O  my  dear  Mrs.  Jewett,  please  pray  for  my  country  and  for 
me.    One  of  the  Doshisha  Girls'  School  scholars, 

Iso  Chikamatsu. 

[One  of  the  Senior  class  of  seven.  She  is  fifteen  years  old.] 
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